
T2 Revision: The Causes of the 
Second World War



Sources & Evidence – Have you?

Novice (1-4)

You describe a source

You describe the source and begin to use 
the source as evidence in your essay. 

Apprentice (5 - 8)

You describe several sources and use them 
as evidence. 

You begin to explain how the source 
supports a point in your essay. 

Artisan (9-12)

You explain how several sources support 
your points.  

You explain how the sources support your 
points for both sides of the argument. 

Master (13-16)

You use sources fully to support your 
argument and consider a sources 
usefulness as evidence (N.O.P)

As above but does this for more than one 
source. 

‘Hitler’s actions were the main cause of the Second World War.’ How far you agree 
with this statement? 

Conceptual Understanding: Cause & Consequence -
Have you?

√

Novice (1-7) 

You describe Hitler’s actions before 1939. Work 
contains some basic factual detail. 

You describe Hitler’s actions and other events before 
1939. Work contains some basic factual detail. 

Apprentice (8-14)

You begin to explain at least one cause of the Second 
World War. Work contains developed factual detail. 

You explain one cause of the Second World War. Work 
contains developed factual detail. 

Artisan (15-21)

You explain several causes of the Second World War. 
Work contains  accurate and relevant factual detail. 

You explain several causes of the Second World War 
and begin to consider their significance in explaining 
why the war broke out in 1939. Work contains  
accurate and relevant factual detail. 

Master (22-28)

You have thoroughly explained several causes of the 
Second World War and link causes together to explain 
their significance.  Work contains strong factual detail 
throughout which is deployed with precision. 

As above but also draws on wider conceptual 
understanding to make links between the causes of 
WW2 and other wars from the period. 

Interpretations - Have you?
√

Novice (1-4)

You describe the view of a historian

You describe the views of more than one 
historian. 

Apprentice (5-8)

You use evidence from the interpretation 
and state why you agree or disagree with 
their views. 

You use evidence from the interpretation 
and state why you agree with one 
historians and/or disagree with another. 

Artisan (9-12)

You explain why the historian has this 
interpretation of events. 

You explain why the historians have 
different interpretations in your analysis. 

Master (13-16)

You analyse at least one interpretation 
fully, arguing why you agree/disagree 
with it and why the author holds that 
view. 

As above but with more than one 
interpretation. 

Communication– Have you? √

Novice (1-3)

You are beginning to structure your work into 
clear sentences. You spell basic words correctly 
and use some historical key words with some 
accuracy.

Apprentice (4-6)

Most of your work is structured into 
paragraphs. You spell most words 
correctly and use most historical words 
accurately. 

Artisan (7-8)

All of your work is structured into 
paragraphs which have clear themes. 
You use historical words and dates 
correctly. Spelling is good throughout.

Master (9-10)

All of your work is in structured 
paragraphs which have clear themes with 
a strong central argument throughout. 
You use history words and dates correctly
and include precise historical 
terminology. Spelling is excellent 
throughout. 

Total Score =           /70
My target is:

Novice (2/3)

Apprentice (3/4)

Artisan(4/5)

Master (5/6)

Name: 



Term in the Treaty 
of Versailles

Detail How would this make 
Germans feel and why?

What problems might this cause 
in Germany?

Guilt clause Germany had to accept full blame for starting the 
war

Armaments The army was limited to 100,000 men; conscription 
was banned; no armoured vehicles, submarines or 
military aircraft were allowed; only 6 battleships 
were allowed. 

Reparations Germany had to pay reparations to France, Belgium 
and Britain. The final figure was not agreed upon 
until 1921 – it was 6 billion marks (£6.6 billion), 
which was 2% of Germany’s total annual production

German loss of 
land 

Germany lost all of its overseas colonies (mostly to 
Britain and France); Alsace-Lorraine and the Saar 
were lost; union between Germany and Austria 
(which had 6.5 million Germans in) was forbidden; 
West Prussia and Upper Silesia were given to Poland; 
Danzig became a Free City controlled by the League 
of Nations. Germany lost 10% of their land and 
12.5% of their population. 

League of Nations A League of Nations was set up as an international 
peace force. Germany was not allowed to join until it 
proved it was a peaceful country.

Fill in the rest of the table.



What was the reaction to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?

3. What is the message of each cartoon?
4. Try to add contextual knowledge (the terms) from memory – then go back to the first slide and 

see how you did  



What was the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany?

Read through the timeline .  Which part was the most damaging to Germany?

1919 The new 
Weimar 

government in 
Germany signs the 

Treaty of 
Versailles. People 
in Germany call 

them “November 
Criminals” 

because they are 
so angry.

1921
Germany pays 

the first 
payment of 
reparations. 

1922 
Germany can’t 

afford the 
second 

payment.

1923 France + 
Belgium invade the 
Ruhr in Germany. 

Hyperinflation 
begins in Germany, 
making the value 

of Germany money 
worthless. The 
German people 

blame the Treaty.

1924 – 1929 
Germany is 

supported by 
loans from 
America.

1929 The Wall Street 
Crash in America causes 

a global depression. 
Millions of Germans lose 
their jobs. Germany is hit 
the hardest because they 

are having to pay back 
their loans to America 
and the reparations to 

France + Belgium.

1929-1933 The Nazi 
Party, led by Adolf 
Hitler, says he will 

throw out the Treaty 
of Versailles if people 
vote for him. Almost 
half the population 
of Germany vote for 

Hitler and he 
becomes the 
Chancellor.

1934 President 
Hindenburg of 

Germany dies and 
Hitler assumes total 
control of Germany. 

He ignores the Treaty 
and begins to build 

up the German army.  



Use the help below to write a perfect paragraph explaining how the Treaty of Versailles caused WW2.

Paragraph structure
Point: One thing which caused World War Two was the Treaty of Versailles.

Evidence: Give details about…
What the Treaty was and what the terms were (slide 1).
How Germans felt about the Treaty and why (slide 1+2). 
The Treaty of Versailles was…

Source: Use a cartoon as evidence to help you explain what Germans thought about the 
Treaty. A source which supports my point is…

Explanation: Use the timeline to explain how the Treaty helped to cause WW2 (slide 3 + 
below). This helped to cause World War Two because…

How did the Treaty cause WW2?
 Created economic (money) problems in Germany. Find examples of this in the timeline on 

slide 3 to develop your explanation.
 Helped Hitler to come to power. Find examples of this on the timeline on slide 3 to 

develop your explanation. Link it to Hitler’s promises and the economic problems in 
Germany.



One of the causes of World War Two was the Treaty of 
Versailles. This infamous document, signed in 1919, laid 
down the terms of peace as agreed upon by the ‘Big Three’, 
Woodrow Wilson (USA), David Lloyd George (Britain) and 
Georges Clemenceau (France). The Treaty stated that 
Germany had to pay reparations to France, Britain and 
Belgium worth £6.6bn; that Germany’s army was to be 
reduced to 100,000 men; that Germany had to accept full 
blame for starting the war; that German land was to be 
reassigned to neighbouring countries; and that Germany 
should not be allowed to join the newly established League 
of Nations. Source A, which depicts Germany about to be 
executed on a guillotine, shows what the typical German 
thought of the Treaty. The message of the source is that the 
Treaty is too harsh and will destroy Germany. The Treaty 
caused serious economic problems in Germany. When 
Germany missed a reparations payment in 1922, money 
became worthless and by 1923 a loaf of bread cost billions of 
marks. American loans helped to gloss over the economic 
problems, but in 1929 when the loans were withdrawn due 
to the Wall Street Crash, Germany was hit the hardest. 
Germany had to pay back American loans as well as 
reparations, and had lost much of their industry under the 
Treaty. This is shown in source B, which shows Germany being 
crushed under the weight of the reparations. Hitler promised 
to resolve Germany’s economic problems and rip up the 
Treaty, which made him and the Nazis one of the most 
popular political parties in Germany. Hitler negotiated his 
way into the position of Chancellor in 1933 and immediately 
began to rearm. The Treaty is highly significant in causing 
World War Two because without it, Hitler may never have 
come to power. 

Point – topic sentence
Evidence – supporting details/knowledge
Source – use of a given source to support a point 
Explanation – explain how this caused WW2
Evaluation – how significant is this factor?
Link – can you link this factor to another factor?

Read through the example answer 
carefully. This is a strong answer 
because:
 It contains precise facts (numbers, 

names, dates).
 It has detailed explanation.
 It had sources ‘woven in’ to support 

points.
 It links to other factors and begins to 

suggest why this factor is so 
significant. 

Look carefully at how the sources have 
been ‘woven in’ to the answer. In your 
practice paragraphs, try to use your 
sources in the same way.



Was the League of Nations doomed from the start?
The League of Nations: an international organisation set up as part of the Treaty of Versailles to stop future 
wars. There were 42 countries in the League when it began in 1919. The aims were:
• To be united and strong enough to discourage any nation from using fore as a way to solve disputes.
• To provide a place to discuss international disputes and work them out peacefully.
• To encourage countries to cooperate, especially in business and trade.
• To encourage disarmament by nations.
• To improve living and working conditions for people around the world.

Why was the League weak?
o The League had three main powers. It could criticise the actions of an aggressor; impose economic 

sanctions; and use armed force against an aggressor. The Abyssinia crisis shows how ineffective these 
first two were.

o Decisions had to be unanimous (every member had to agree) which meant that the League was slow to 
make decisions!

o The real power of the League lay with Britain, France, Italy and Japan (the Council). These powers could 
veto (stop) any action by the League and in a crisis, they could make all the important decisions. 

o Britain and France had their own priorities. Britain wanted to protect its empire and France wanted to 
use the League to enforce the Treaty of Versailles. 

o The USA, the wealthiest country in the world with one of the biggest armies, did not join. 

1.  Rank the weaknesses in order of significance, 1 = biggest weakness.  Can you justify 
your decision?



Was the League of Nations doomed from the start?

2.  According to these two sources, why did the League fail? Remember to use 
contextual knowledge from the last slide to help prove your points

‘International strife’ means arguments between countries.
A ‘keystone’ is the part of the bridge which keeps the rest 

of the bridge together and stops it from collapsing.



Case Study: How did the Abyssinia Crisis demonstrate the League’s weaknesses?

3.  Write a perfect paragraph explaining how the failures of the League of Nations caused WW2.
• Novice: Describe why the League of Nations failed.
• Apprentice: Explain how the League of Nations’ failures caused WW2.
• Artisan: Explain how the League of Nations’ failures caused WW2 and link to other factors (e.g. 

appeasement, Hitler’s actions).
• Master: Explain how the League of Nations’ failures caused WW2, link to other factors, and assess 

how significant the League was in causing WW2. 

Mussolini, the Fascist 
dictator in Italy, wanted 
an empire in Africa. In 
1935 he invaded the 

poor country of 
Abyssinia.

Italy and Abyssinia were 
both members of the 

League. Abyssinia asked 
the League for help. The 
League took months to 

decide what to do.

Eventually the League tried 
sanctions, but didn’t ban the only 
thing which really mattered – oil –

because it knew the USA would 
supply oil to Italy if League 

members didn’t.

Meanwhile, Britain and 
France privately offered to 

let Mussolini have Abyssinia 
in return for his support 

against Hitler. This caused 
an uproar!

While the League was 
thinking about Abyssinia, 
Hitler moved his troops 

into the Rhineland. 
Abyssinia was forgotten. 

While Britain and 
France worried 

about the 
Rhineland, Italy 
took Abyssinia. 

The message to Hitler was clear. Strong countries could do what they wanted. The 
League of Nations was not effective enough to stop them. 



4.  What is the message of the source?

Find out more about the League of Nations

http://www.johndclare.net/league_of_nations1.htm


Why was America able to lend money 
to Europe? 

Who desperately needed 
money in Europe and why? 

How would these improvements help 
Europe as a whole?

1.  How would the economy in the 1920’s help 
reduce international tension?  



Great Depression 

The Great Depression was the deepest and 
longest-lasting economic downturn in the history 
of the Western world, brining an end to the 
high wages and consumer spending of the roaring 20s. 

It was sparked in 1929 by the Wall Street Crash. In the USA, people could not pay their 
debts, many banks closed, ordinary people lost their savings and people lost all hope for the 
future. 

Unemployment hit 13 million people and Industrial production dropped by 45 per cent 
between 1929 and 1932. 

But the Wall Street Crash also had huge ramifications for Europe as well. America was the 
worlds largest economy which meant that they had invested millions of dollars into the 
economies of other countries, as well as having lots of trade links with them. After the WSC, 
the US pulled out lots of its investment and by 1933, almost two-thirds of world trade had 
vanished. As a result, unemployment had risen to 2.5 million by May 1931. In Germany, 
unemployment reached 6 million in 1932 as a result of the US recalling it’s loans. 

2.  Explain why the Great Depression had a devastating impact on Europe as well as 
America



3. Which country suffered the most from the Great Depression?
4. Can you learn (from memory) 3 of the countries and how they were effected?
5. Explain how these consequences would have effected the work of the League of 

Nations

Find out more about the impacts of the depression on Germany

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/weimar-germany/weimar-republic-and-the-great-depression/


Do Hitler’s foreign policy aims suggest he always intended to start a war?

1. Make Germany great
If Hitler intended to make Germany a ‘great’ power, this would require rebuilding 
Germany so that it could compete with other countries like the USA, in order to do this 
Hitler would have to go against the rules of disarmament set out by the League of 
Nations.  

2. Abolish the Treaty of Versailles

3. Lebensraum (living space in the East)

4. Destroy Communism

1.  Copy out Hitler’s 4 aims and write a sentence explaining how each one might prove he 
always intended war. 



Did Hitler always want a war? 

2. Put the events in chronological order and add the date next to them.
3. Circle the event after which war became inevitable.   

Remilitarisation of the Rhineland 

German rearmament 

Treaty of Versailles 

Munich Conference 

Anschluss with Austria 

Manchurian Crisis 

Abyssinian Crisis 

Hitler invades Czechoslovakia 

Remilitarisation of the Rhineland 

Nazi-Soviet Pact 

Hitler invades Poland 

Germany leaves the League of Nations 

Hitler invades the Sudetenland 



4.  What is the message of the cartoon?



Appeasement = is a political policy of making allowances to an enemy power in order to 
avoid conflict. The term is most often applied to the foreign policy of the British Prime 

Minister Neville Chamberlain towards Nazi Germany between 1935 and 1939.

1. Write down a definition for the 
term appeasement in your own 
words.

2. What are the two main opinions 
about the policy of appeasement 
(look at the sources)?

3. Why did Britain and France use a 
policy of appeasement in the 
1930s? Think back to the 
Depression.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiux4-d9qnMAhXLWxoKHXVpDyoQjRwIBw&url=https://multimedialearningllc.wordpress.com/2012/10/28/appeasement-cartoon-by-dr-seuss/&psig=AFQjCNFg-eGeYjKlPsygQJaJlBiXM9evTQ&ust=1461678112716128
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS8_LC9anMAhVMtBoKHcsLCkcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.johndclare.net/RoadtoWWII4.htm&psig=AFQjCNFg-eGeYjKlPsygQJaJlBiXM9evTQ&ust=1461678112716128
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj72K3b9anMAhWEtRoKHd5WB10QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/570901690240389636/&psig=AFQjCNHCVGyO8aMh8084kVM-uDmPs9LOYw&ust=1461678182790709


Appeasement was the right policy Appeasement was the wrong policy.

Winston Churchill was a strong 
critic of appeasement. He 
argued that instead of being 
fooled by Hitler, Britain should 
have been building up its army. 

Britain and France 
should have known 
that Hitler wanted to 
conquer Easter 
Europe.  From the 
start, his speeches  
and writings made it 
clear he wanted to 
conquer Eastern 
Europe.  

Most people in the 1930s could still 
remember the terrible effects of the 
First World War. People were 
determined not to allow such a 
dreadful war to happen again. 

Many people at the time saw Hitler 
as the strong man of Europe, who 
had brought order and discipline to 
Germany and would stand up to 
communism and make sure it 
didn’t spread any further.

Every time that Hitler got 
away with acts of 
aggression, he became 
more sure that Britain and 
France would never act

Every time Germany took 
more land it grew stronger 
and more difficult to defeat. 

People in Britain thought that the ToV
was too harsh; if Germany wanted to 
take back land and people it had lost 
in 1918 then that was ok. 

4.  Make your own copy of the table and copy the statement in to the correct column  



5.  Why does this source believe that appeasement was the wrong policy to follow? 

Find out more about appeasement

http://www.johndclare.net/RoadtoWWII4.htm


Nazi-Soviet Pact 

Hitler was taking back land that Germany had lost due to the 
Treaty of Versailles. His next target was the Polish Corridor – a 
strip of land in Northern Poland. Due to the policy of 
appeasement, Hitler was convinced that Britain and France 
would not risk war over it, but he wasn’t so sure about Stalin 
(leader of Russia). 

Stalin knew that Hitler wanted to invade Russia. Russia had 
joined the League of Nations in the hope that the League would 
be able to help protect them, but the League was weak and 
ineffective. Stalin got more worried as Hitler took over more 
land elsewhere. 

On 24 August 1939, the unthinkable happened – Stalin and Hitler 
signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact. It was a non-aggression (peaceful) 
agreement. Each country agreed not to attack the other. In 
secret they also agreed to divide Poland between them. 

Stalin did not believe that Hitler would keep his word, but it gave 
him more time to build up his forces before the eventual attack. 

1. Why did Hitler sign the Nazi-Soviet Pact?
2. Why did Stalin sign the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

3. How can you blame appeasement for the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

Stalin



Nazi-Soviet Pact 

4.  What is the message of the source?

This cartoon by the British 
cartoonist David Low was published 
in the Evening Standard newspaper 
on 21 October 1939.

Find out more about the Nazi-Soviet Pact

http://www.johndclare.net/RoadtoWWII8.htm
http://www.johndclare.net/RoadtoWWII8.htm


5.  What is the message of the source?



Draw links between each of these factors 
and explain how they link.



Interpretations of the Second World War

It’s important to understand that Historians disagree on the causes of the Second World 
War. In your assessment you need to explain how they disagree and decide which argument 

you find the most convincing. 

The traditional view that Hitler was responsible for the War was popular in the years 
directly after the war. Hugh Trevor-Roper argues: 

In 1961, however, AJP Taylor argued that Hitler had no grand plan to start a war – he simply 
grabbed opportunities as they came along. This is known as revisionist. Taylor blamed the 
British and French politicians who appeased Hitler, which allowed him to think they were 

pushovers.

"Hitler meant what he said: that he was aiming... at world conquest. A 

contemporary conviction that was strong enough to change the mood of a nation 

from a passionate desire for peace to a resolute determination on war surely 

deserves some respect from the historian. 

“In principle and doctrine, Hitler was no more wicked and unscrupulous than 

many other contemporary statesmen…The outbreak of war in 1939 was an 

unfortunate accident caused by mistakes on everyone's part

Which view do you agree with? What evidence would you use to support your view?



Hugh Trevor-Roper is considered to be A.J.P. Taylor's arch-rival and most vehement challenger 
to his theories. Coming form similar backgrounds, both men were two of the most acclaimed 
British historians of the 20th century despite their opposing views. Both historians have 
published several essays in which they address and challenge each other.

Later Historians have largely sided with one of these views with their own views also being 
expressed:

Keith Eubank
“Hitler determined his own policy according to the available opportunities and that he 
deliberately ran the risk of a world war for which he had not prepared Germany. But his failure 
to prepare ought not to be used to argue, as does Taylor, that he never intended war. For, as I 
have tried to show, Hitler was not averse to small wars, and he prepared Germany for such 
conflicts.”

Alan Cassels 
“…ideological thinking was a stock in trade of the aggressor states;” “in the most striking 
instance, German foreign policy under Hitler was constantly subject to the dictates of his 
racist Weltanschauung (World View)” 

Most modern historians have criticized A J P Taylor’s view for being too focused on the 
Hossbach Memorandum – a document recording a meeting Hitler had in 1935 with his foreign 
policy leaders. He largely ignored documents like Mein Kampf. 

Which interpretation is most traditional in its view?

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/Weltanschauung


To achieve the highest level, you need to produce a solid conclusion with a ‘clinching 
argument’. In this, you will need to evaluate the factor you think is most significant in 
causing WW2. 

Top tips for writing a conclusion:
 Don’t sit on the fence. Pick one significant factor to discuss. If you do pick more than 

one factor, you must be able to explain how those factors interlink and are working 
together.

 Avoid repeating yourself as much as possible.
 Use persuasive devices.
 Use evidence (especially a source or interpretation) to back up your argument.
 Write analytically.

Imagine your essay is a speech. Your 
clinching argument is your most 
persuasive argument which you save until 
last. It’s your mic drop. You want to be 
able to give your argument, drop the mic 
and walk away knowing that no one can 
argue against your point.



1. The Treaty of Versailles is the most significant factor 
in causing WW2 because this created the economic 
and cultural climate in Germany which allowed the 
Nazis to flourish. If Germany had had a more lenient 
peace settlement, it would have had a fair chance at 
a stable democracy and would not have felt the need 
to go to war.

2. The Great Depression is the most significant factor in 
causing WW2 because even after the Treaty of 
Versailles, Germany did stabilise during the 1920s. 
They recovered economically and flourished 
culturally. It was only the Wall Street Crash which 
created the political and economic chaos for Hitler to 
come to power. Before 1929, Hitler was irrelevant.

3. The League of Nations is the most significant factor 
in causing WW2 because its entire purpose was to 
avoid another war. The League failed long before 
WW2, for example in Abyssinia and Manchuria. It 
was these failures which made Hitler see that the 
League had no real power and this gave him the 
confidence to invade Czechoslovakia and Poland. The 
League should be held accountable for not doing its 
job of upholding the peace.

Look at the arguments opposite. 

1. Which argument do you think is the 
strongest and why? 

2. What makes these arguments 
convincing? What would make them 
more convincing?

3. How could you argue that appeasement, 
the Nazi-Soviet Pact and Hitler’s actions 
could be to blame?

Thinking deeper…
For your own clinching argument, you do not 
have to pick one of the given factors. It would 
be very impressive if you could be more 
abstract. Try to think of a clinching argument 
for each of these ideas below…

Imperialism

American isolationism

Communism

France’s fear of invasion

WW1


