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Your responses are supported by at least 
one piece of accurate factual detail.

Your responses are supported by at least two 
pieces of accurate and relevant factual detail.

Your responses are supported by at least two 
piece of accurate and relevant factual detail.

Your responses are supported by at least 
four pieces of accurate and relevant factual 
detail.
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You can describe events from the past and 
you show that you know the difference 
between past and present. 

You can describe events in the past and you 
identify (name) reasons why these events 
happened and also what the results of these 
events might have been. 

You are beginning to explain the causes of 
events and the consequences. You suggest 
links between causes and consequences. Your 
explanations are supported by at least one 
piece of accurate and relevant factual detail. 

You can explain the causes and 
consequences of events in the past and how 
factors are linked. You are beginning to 
think about the significance of different 
causes and consequences. Your 
explanations are supported by at least three 
pieces of accurate and relevant factual 
detail.
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Your descriptions of features and events 
from the past suggest that you know that 
things have changed over time. 

You can describe different features/events of 
the past and you identify (name) things that 
change and things that stay the same 
(continuity).

You are beginning to explain why some things 
have changed and some have stayed the 
same (continuity).

:

You can explain change and continuity 
within the topic being studied and you are 
beginning to explain change and continuity 
across longer periods of time (synopticity)
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You understand the content of some 
historical sources.

You can understand historical sources 
(evidence from the past – pictures and 
written evidence) and you use these sources 
to help you answer questions about the past. 

You make inferences (suggestions) about 
historical sources and are beginning to think 
about where a source has come from and 
how trustworthy or useful a source is before 
using it to answer a question. 

You can evaluate sources for issues such as 
provenance (where a source has come 
from), audience, purpose, reliability and 
usefulness. You use this understanding to 
answer questions about the past. 
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You are able to identify (pick out) ways in 
which events in the past have been 
remembered.  

You know that the past has been 
remembered by different people in different 
ways and you can describe these 
interpretations of the past. 

You know that the past has been 
remembered (interpreted) in different ways 
and you are beginning to explain reasons for 
these different interpretations. 

You know that the past has been 
interpreted in different ways and you 
explain reasons why different 
interpretations exist. 
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You are able to communicate and explore 
ideas verbally and you understand the main 
points of a discussion. 
You can usually understand the main points 
of a piece of writing and you have your own 
ideas and opinions about what you have 
read.
Your sentences are usually formed correctly 
and you use full stops, capital letters and 
question marks accurately. 

You think about your audience when you are 
speaking and you use appropriate language. 
You can develop your ideas when you are 
speaking.
You understand the main ideas and themes of 
a range of texts and you can infer and deduce 
meaning from these. 
You can use complex sentences and you 
usually spell simple words correctly. You are 
beginning to use punctuation such as the 
comma within sentences.

You talk and listen with confidence and 
appropriateness. When others are speaking 
you are able to ask them questions to 
develop their ideas. 
You understand a range of texts and can 
select essential points from them to support 
your ideas. You can deduce and infer from 
these texts.
Your sentences and paragraphs are clear and 
are generally well developed. You use some 
subject specific vocabulary accurately and 

You take an active part in discussions, you 
use a good range of vocabulary and you 
express yourself clearly. You show a good 
understanding of others’ ideas, developing 
them through discussion. 
You understand a range of texts,  you can 
make connections between them  and 
summarise their meaning. 
You use a range of sentences and subject 
specific vocabulary. Your paragraphs are 
well developed and linked and your spelling 

Remember to look at your target 
grade and check the feedback 

from the other assessments – this 
way you can identify what you 

need to do to improve!
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The focus for the P2 examination will be about the PROBLEMS of British Kings and Queens.  
So use these tasks to help you recap their problems and remember you will need to LEARN 

some of the information for at least THREE monarchs. 

William the 
Conqueror

Henry II

King John

Queen Mary I

Henry VIII

Elizabeth I

Charles I
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William the Conqueror



Write down the problems William had to deal 
with after winning the Battle of Hastings.  

Problems?



1. Can you match the Norman method and result together? Check you have the answer 
correct using your exercise book.

2. Can you think of any problems caused by the feudal system, castles or Domesday 
book?

Solutions?



3. Put the Feudal system in the correct order.
4. Can you remember what each groups had to give the person above and what they received 

in return?
5. What problems did this solve?

Solutions?



Solutions?



• The castles had to be built in a hurry, so they were originally built 
from wood on an earth mound (a motte).

• The bailey was the living area for the soldiers.

The motte and bailey castle

When William invaded England he quickly set about building castles.

The reason was simple – he knew he had nowhere near enough men to 
run England.

So William built castles at important places – hills, rivers, towns – so that 
if the English tried to control the country they’d be forced to attack a 
castle – a bad move!

Why castles?

• The Normans built the first proper castles in England. They needed 
bases from which to control the countryside and to protect them 
from Saxon attack.

Solutions?
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Do you know 
your Motte and 
Bailey castes?

6
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2

3
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4

Do you know your 
Stone Keep castes?

8

6. Can you label the different parts of the castle?
7. What happened in the Harrying of the North? Write as much of the story down as you can remember and check your 

book.

Solutions?



Solutions?



Successfully 
solved problems 

Not so 
successful



Henry II
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Write down what problems Henry II 
had with the Church courts?

Problems?
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Solution?

Why did Henry think 
putting Becket as 
Archbishop would 
solve his problem 
with the Church? 



1. “The king told us to kill 
him.”

2. “I had to tell the king 
that Becket had 
expelled me from the 
Church.”

3. “The king should not 
interfere with the 
Church.”

4. “I never exactly said 
that he should be 
murdered.”

a) Henry lost his temper.  He 
should have kept it under 
control.

b) Becket promised not to expel 
people from the Church 
without Henry’s permission, 
but he did it anyway.

c) It was the knights who 
physically killed Becket.

d) The other bishops should 
have never have snitched on 
Becket.  They were just trying 
to get him into trouble.

Put the numbers into the speech bubbles and the letters into the boxes on 
the next slide.



Reasons why they should be blamed.

Reasons why they should not be blamed.



2. What problems did the Becket murder cause for Henry II?  
3. How did Henry try to solve the problem? Solution?



Successfully 
solved problems 

Not so 
successful
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King John



What kind of king was King John?
A good king

1. John travelled around the whole 
country. He knew England better 
than previous kings and was 
hard-working.

2. John increased the strength of 
the navy. John built new ships 
and created a new port at 
Liverpool.

3. John carried a small library with 
him wherever he went. Books 
were very rare in his time. In 
1205, he asked Reginald of 
Cornhill to send him a history of 
England.

4. On feast days John often made 
arrangements to feed hundreds 
of poor people. In 1209, 100 
paupers were fed in Newcastle. 
Sometimes he would provide 
meals for as many as 1000 poor 
people in one sitting. 

A bad king
A. John made the people of England pay huge taxes 

to pay for a strong army to get back the land lost in 
France. He fined people heavily and put them in 
prison when they could not pay their debts. 

B. In 1205, John argued with the Pope over who 
should be the new Archbishop of Canterbury. John 
refused to let Stephen of Langton, the Pope’s 
choice, into the country.  In 1208, the Pope 
stopped all church services, marriages and burials 
in England. John took away the Church’s property 
and punished many monks. The Pope 
excommunicated John in 1209 and in 1213 John 
gave in.

C. John was defeated at the battle of Bouvines in 
France in 1214.

D. In 1215, the barons rebelled and captured London. 
They forced John to agree to the Magna Carta. 

E. John broke the terms of the Magna Carta and the 
barons invited Prince Louis of France to take over 
as king. 

Write the numbers into the venn diagram on the next slide.



Religion

Power

Money



•If we can trust a source, we say that it is reliable.
•You need to be able to say how a source is and isn’t 
reliable, and then make up your mind about it.

e.g. Source A might be reliable because it was written at 
the time, so Gervase knew what it was really like. It 
might not be reliable because Gervase was a monk, so he 
might be biased against John because John argued with 
the Church. I think that Source A is unreliable because 
Gervase probably exaggerated to make John sound worse.

Source A
Written by Gervase, a monk from Canterbury in Kent who lived 1163 – 1210.

“After arguing with the Pope, John ordered the few monks who remained at 
Canterbury, including the blind and crippled out of the country. He said that monks 
were public enemies. The whole of England was taxed heavily. He imprisoned many, 

bound them in irons and only released them in return for money.”



Poor John didn’t get off to a good start… he inherited many problems from his brother, Richard.

• Religious problems: John’s father, Henry II, had had problems with the Pope which Richard didn’t deal 
with. Under John, there was a new Pope: Pope Innocent III. Pope Innocent III wanted to increase the 
power of the Pope and reduce the power of Europe’s monarchs. He was intelligent and very ambitious.

• Problems with the barons: The barons were the richest and most powerful people in the country. 
Richard I made the barons angry by making them pay high taxes to pay for the Crusade. The barons did 
not dare rebel against Richard because of his great skill as a soldier, but they were not afraid of John! 
Because of Richard, they already felt they had paid enough in taxes by the time John became king and 
demanded more for the war against France!

• Problems with France: John inherited an empire which included large parts of France. King Philip II of 
France wanted to destroy the English empire and take the land in France back. He was intelligent and 
cunning, and also very rich – he could afford a large army and long wars. Philip invaded Richard’s land in 
France while Richard was away, and when Richard returned he had to win the land back. Richard was a 
military genius, so he made poor John look worse than he really was. 

1. Creating a flow chart…

What was the 
problem?

How did John 
try to solve it?

How successful 
was John at 
solving it?

For each of the problems, create a 
flowchart like this! Use the 
information and boxes on the next 
two slides to help you.

Problems?



Solution?



John’s religious problems were…
John’s solution to the problems 

were…
John was [very/quite/not very] 

successful because…

John’s problems with the barons 
were…

John’s solution to the problems 
were…

John was [very/quite/not very] 
successful because…

John’s problems with France were…
John’s solution to the problems 

were…
John was [very/quite/not very] 

successful because…

Solution?



Solution?



3. What can you see in the picture? 
4. What contextual (own) knowledge do you have to explain what is happening and why?
5. How far is this source proof that John was a terrible king who dealt with his problems 

badly? (Give both sides of the argument!)

Solution?



John was a bad king because he lost lots of 
land. King Philip II of France invaded John’s land 
because John married a rich French girl called 
Isabella, who was supposed to marry a French 
baron called Hugh of Lusignan. By 1205 John 

had lost most of his land in France to Philip and 
earned the nickname ‘soft-sword’. This made 

him a bad king because kings were supposed to 
be strong warriors and be able to defend their 

land.

Perfect Paragraph?
Where is the TOPIC sentence? The evidence? The explanation?



John was a bad king because he lost lots of 
land. King Philip II of France invaded John’s land 
because John married a rich French girl called 
Isabella, who was supposed to marry a French 
baron called Hugh of Lusignan. By 1205 John 

had lost most of his land in France to Philip and 
earned the nickname ‘soft-sword’. This made 

him a bad king because kings were supposed to 
be strong warriors and be able to defend their 

land.

Perfect Paragraph?
Where is the TOPIC sentence? The evidence? The explanation?



Successfully 
solved problems 

Not so 
successful



Henry VIII

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=henry+VIII&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=2AB500F8B4D1DCAEEC67D27658A36B1CFBF1E106&selectedIndex=0&ccid=tGlzlY90&simid=608048807528301061&thid=OIP.Mb46973958f742f94ccf98a1e22f89be7H0


1.  Read through the next few slides and try to work out what type of problem Henry was dealing with.

Problems?



Problems?



Problems?



Problems?



• Love: Henry had fallen madly in love with a young girl in his court, Anne Boleyn. In 1528 
Henry asked the Pope for a divorce so he could marry Anne, but the Pope refused. 

• Son: Henry needed a son to rule after him. His wife, Catherine of Aragon, had had a daughter 
(Mary) but no sons. Catherine had suffered several miscarriages and five other children had 
been still-born or had died as infants. Anne was pregnant, and Henry hoped she would have 
a son. 

• Money:  Henry needed money to pay for his wars in France and to pay for his rich lifestyle. 
The monasteries in England were very rich! If Henry broke from Rome, he could take that 
money off them. 

• Power: Not only did the Pope interfere with the king’s marriage plans, he also took English 
church taxes. Why should the Pope, a foreign Church leader, have so much control over 
England?

In 1534, Henry passed the Act of Supremacy. This said that Henry was the head of the new 
Church of England. He divorced Catherine and married Anne. Shortly after, he began to 
confiscate money and land from the monasteries in England. 

2.  How did breaking from Rome help Henry to resolve his problems? Create a spider diagram showing 
Henry’s problems and how the break from Rome helped him resolve them.  Use the one on the next 
slide as model.

Solution?



How did the 
break from 
Rome help 
Henry solve 

his 
problems?

Problem: Henry needed money 
to pay for his wars with France 

and pay for his rich lifestyle.

Problem: Henry needed a 
son to carry on the throne

Problem: Henry wanted a 
divorce so he could 

remarry.

Problem: The Pope had 
too much power over 

England

Solution: The break from 
Rome solved this 

because…

Solution: The break from 
Rome solved this 

because…

Solution: The break from 
Rome solved this 

because…

Solution: The break from 
Rome solved this 

because…





Successfully 
solved problems 

Not so 
successful
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Queen Mary I
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Edward VI died in 1553. His half-sister, Mary, became Queen. She was the daughter of Henry 
VIII and his first wife, Catherine of Aragon. She was a strong Catholic who believed that no 
one in England would go to heaven unless the Catholic Church was brought back. 

1. What had her father and brother done to the church in England? 
2. Why would this be a problem for Mary?

Problem?



Mary used two methods in order to try and restore Catholicism (bring back the Catholic 
Church). Firstly, Mary married King Philip II of Spain. Spain was the most powerful Catholic 
country in Europe. Mary then used violence to try and force people to become Catholics by 
persecuting (arresting, torturing and executing) Protestants. Between 1555 and 1558 Mary 
had 284 Protestants, including the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Crammer, burned at 
the stake. Her actions earned her the name ‘Bloody Mary’.  

Mary also brought back the old Catholic Prayer Book and services in Latin. She died in 1558 
and her half-sister, Elizabeth, became the new Queen of England. 

Did Mary deserve her name?
During the 1500s, people were used to heretics (people who reject religion) being burned: 
Henry VII burned 10, Henry VIII burned 81 and Elizabeth burned 5. In addition, Elizabeth 
hanged 300 people after the North rebelled against her. 

1. What two methods did Mary use to try and restore Catholicism?
2. Can you explain why these methods would have caused Mary more problems?

Solution?



3. What can you see in the picture?
4. What do you think the artist thinks about Mary?

5. Do you think Mary deserved the title ‘Bloody Mary’? Write a PEE paragraph explaining your 
point of view using the picture and the information on the last slide to help. 

A drawing of the 
burning of 
Latimer and 
Ridley – two 
protestant 
Bishops – from 
1563

Solution?



Successfully 
solved problems 

Not so 
successful
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Elizabeth I
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Problems?

Write down what you can remember about Elizabeth’s problems from memory



http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zcn4jxs/video

Problems?

Watch the video to find out about Elizabeth’s problems 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zcn4jxs/video


Elizabeth 1 

1. Which big problem did Elizabeth inherit (i.e., which problem was created by the rulers before Elizabeth)? 
2. Can you make any links between the problems? 

Problem Solution Result

Elizabeth was a Protestant but 
Mary had made Britain into a 
Catholic country. England was 

now split between Catholic and 
Protestant. 

Elizabeth introduced a middle 
way policy to try and please 

Catholics and Protestants. She 
made the country Protestant but 

let Catholics worship privately. 
She also let Catholics keep some 

Church decorations.

The policy pleased most people.
However, it did not please the 

extremists on either side. 
Towards the end of her reign 
Elizabeth started to persecute 

Catholics. 

Spain, the most powerful 
country in the world, declared

war on Elizabeth. 

Francis Drake used ‘hell burners’ 
– ships that were set on fire – to 

break up the Spanish crescent. 

England defeated the Spanish 
Armada and Elizabeth proved 

she was a strong queen. 

Elizabeth’s cousin, Mary Queen 
of Scots, a Catholic, had fled to 

England. Many Catholics wanted 
to make her queen. 

Elizabeth put her in prison and 
then had her executed when it 

was discovered that she was 
plotting with Catholics to have 

Elizabeth murdered.

Elizabeth removed a big threat to 
her crown. However, it made 
many Catholics angry, such as 

the pope, who then 
excommunicated Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth did not have an heir. 
Monarchs were expected to have 

children to carry on the royal 
bloodline. 

Elizabeth did not get married and 
did not have any children. 

James I, the son of Mary Queen 
of Scots, become king of 

England. It marked the end of 
the Tudor dynasty 



Successfully 
solved problems 

Not so 
successful
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Charles I
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Events leading up to The English Civil War

1. Can you copy these events out in chronological order (the order that they happened).
2. Can you split them into three different categories- reasons to do with religion, power and money.

1639 People who paid the taxes go on strike.

1625 Charles marries a Catholic.

March 1642 Parliament takes over the running of the army from Charles.

1635 Charles raises a tax called Ship Money.

1629 Charles runs Britain without a Parliament.

June 1642 Parliament issues the ‘Nineteen Propositions’ which demands even greater powers 
from the King.

1627 Charles decorates English churches like Catholic churches.

1637 The Scots riot against Charles and his bishops after Charles tries to force the Scots to 
use The English Prayer Book.

January 1642 Charles tries to arrest 5 MPs in the House of Commons. This made the MPs hate 
Charles even more.

November 1641 Parliament demands more power from the King in a list of demands called ‘The 
Grand Remonstrance’



Religion

Power

Money



3. What can you see in the picture?
4. What do you think the artist thinks about the execution of Charles?

5. Can you explain why some people were scared about the idea of executing their king? 

A painting of the execution of Charles I – the whole day is presented in the 5 different images, 
1649



1. From memory can you write down the PROBLEMS of each King and Queen. 
2. Can you remember THREE detailed FACTS for each problem? 

3. Can you categorise each problem into – power, religion, money or image
If not, start again and see what you can remember.

William the 
Conqueror

Henry II

King John

Queen Mary I

Henry VIII

Elizabeth I

Charles I
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