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Section 1 ‐ The Rise to Power
The Nature of Weimar Democracy
In November 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany abdicated because the German army was losing the First
World War. Also, there were riots in German cities because the people were starving. Government
passed into the hands of the Reichstag which was the elected parliament in Germany. The new
government was set up in the small town of Weimar because the capital, Berlin, was too dangerous due
to the rioting. The largest party in the Reichstag was the Social Democrats and so the first president of
the Weimar Republic was the leader of the Social Democrats – Friedrich Ebert.
Over the next eight months the new government set about writing a constitution for the new Weimar
Republic. A constitution is a set of rules stating how a country is governed. The new Weimar constitution
had several strengths and weaknesses.
Strengths of the Weimar constitution
 It was a very democratic system – all men and
women over the age of 20 could vote for their
representatives in the Reichstag.
 The people of Germany could also vote for
who they wanted as President every 7 years.
 There was freedom of speech, freedom of
religion and equal rights for all adults.
 The President was ‘Head of State’ but he
stayed out of the running of day‐to‐day
government.
 The day‐to‐day government was run by the
Chancellor who had to get the support of the
Reichstag for his new laws.

Weaknesses
 Article 48 of the constitution gave the
President ‘Emergency Powers’ to rule by
decree if he thought it necessary. This meant
he could by‐pass the Reichstag.
 The Chancellor was chosen by the President
not the people.
 The President controlled the armed forces.
Some nationalists regarded the President as a
‘Kaiser‐substitute’.
 The system of voting was called proportional
representation. This gave parties seats in the
Reichstag according to the percentage of
votes they received. This led to lots of
smaller parties getting elected. As a result,
most governments in the Weimar Republic
were coalitions of several parties. These
coalitions could easily collapse if the parties
fell out with each other.

Problems faced by the Weimar Republic 1919‐23
1. The ‘Stab in the Back Myth’ – nationalist groups in Germany such as the Nazis and the Freikorps did
not believe that the German Army was losing the First World War. They believed instead that
Socialist politicians back in Germany had deliberately undermined the war effort so that they could
get rid of the Kaiser and seize power. Thus they claimed that the Social Democrats had ‘stabbed the
German Army in the back’ by organising riots and protests, causing Germany to lose the war. This
‘myth’ was damaging to the Weimar Republic because lots of Germans believed it was true and
blamed the democratic politicians for Germany’s defeat. They were nicknamed the ‘November
Criminals’ for signing the armistice to end the war in November 1918.

2. The Treaty of Versailles – the peace treaty to end the First World War was written by Britain, France
and America. The new German government was not invited. The terms of the treaty were incredibly
harsh on Germany:
‐
‐
‐
‐

Loss of 13% of Germany’s land
Reduction in Germany’s armed forces to 100,000 men in the army; six battleships; no airforce
Germany was blamed for starting the war and therefore forced to pay £6.6 billion in reparations
Germany’s colonies were taken away and given to Britain and France

The new Weimar government had no choice but to sign the treaty because the only other option was
re‐starting the war. Not surprisingly, the treaty was very unpopular in Germany. The new
government was blamed for signing it even though they had no choice. This gave more strength to
the ‘stab in the back myth’.

3.

Political violence – the new government faced threats from extreme political groups. Some of these
were Communists and others were Nationalists:
Communists – they wanted a state run by the workers, they did not think that the Social Democrats
would do enough to help working –class people.
1919 – Spartacist Uprising: workers led by Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht seized control of the
government’s newspaper and telegraph offices in Berlin. They were crushed by the Army and the
Freikorps (groups of nationalist ex‐soldiers who hated the Communists). The two leaders were killed.
1920 – Red Rising in the Ruhr: 50,000 workers in the industrial Ruhr region seized control of the raw
materials, mines and factories. They were also crushed by the Army and the Freikorps.
Nationalists – they believed that the Weimar Republic was weak and unpatriotic. They believed in
the ‘stab in the back’ myth and wanted a single strong leader in Germany.
1920 – The Kapp Putsch: having just put down the Ruhr uprising, the Freikorps now joined an
attempt to overthrow the Weimar government led by Wolfgang Kapp. 12,000 Freikorps seized
control of the main government building in Berlin. President Ebert appealed to the workers to go on
strike to resist the Kapp Putsch, this made it impossible for him to rule and the putsch failed.
1923 – The Munich Putsch: the Nazis tried to seize power in Munich by using their private army – the
SA. They were supported by General Ludendorff, a well known leader and hero of the First World
War. The Weimar government ordered the Army and police to resist and the Nazis were defeated.

4. Invasion of the Ruhr – in 1922 Germany announced that it could not afford the reparations payments.
In retaliation French troops occupied the industrial Ruhr region with orders to take control of mines
and factories. The Weimar government decided to call on the workers to go on strike to prevent the
French from getting their hands on Germany’s valuable resources. This tactic was called passive
resistance. This led to big problems for the Weimar Republic. The government had to pay to support
those families who went out on strike, but it was not earning any money from industrial production
in the Ruhr which had stopped. This led to the next major crisis – hyper‐inflation.

5. Hyper‐inflation – the government’s solution to their money problems was to print more money.
However, this led to a disastrous decrease in the value of the German mark. As confidence in the
German currency collapsed the mark soon became virtually worthless – one dollar was worth about
200 billion marks by November 1923. As a result of this financial crisis many people lost their entire
life’s savings and workers found they could not afford to feed their families.

Gustav Stresemann and Weimar Successes 1923‐29
Despite all of the problems that the Weimar Republic faced between 1919 and 1923, it did survive.
However, urgent action was needed in 1923 to save the new government. A new chancellor was chosen
in August 1923 – Gustav Stresemann. He introduced several new policies that were successful in enabling
the Weimar Republic to recover and survive, however he did not totally solve the problems.
Policy
Introduce a new
currency – the
Rentenmark

Successes
 The new currency was welcomed by
the German people.
 It solved the problem of inflation.

Limitations
 Many Germans could never
forget the suffering of hyper‐
inflation and blamed the Weimar
Republic.
 Nationalists claimed that
Stresemann had given in to the
French.
 Many Germans still felt that
reparations were unjustified.

Persuade the French
to leave the Ruhr by
calling off passive
resistance and pay
reparations.

 The French left the Ruhr, so the
workers could go back to work and
the government could earn money
from the industry there again.

Improve relations
with other countries

 The Locarno Treaty (1925) said that
Britain, France and Germany would
not invade each other again.
 Germany joined the League of
Nations in 1926 and Stresemann
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

 Nationalists said that Stresemann
was weak in making agreements
with Germany’s enemies.
 Army generals argued that
Germany should be taking back
land by force.

Continue to pay
reparations but
negotiate lower
payments

 The Dawes Plan (1924) gave
Germany longer to pay off their
reparations.

 Many Germans believed that
they should be paying any
reparations at all.

Rebuild the economy
with loans from the
USA

 Loans from America helped to pay
for hospitals, schools, roads in
Germany.
 Loans were also given to German
businesses.
 American businesses set up factories
in Germany.

 The German economy depended
massively on the USA. Any
problems in America would lead
to huge trouble in Germany.
 Not everyone benefitted.
Farmers got poorer because
prices stayed low.

Overall, Gustav Stresemann had a lot of success in restoring stability to Germany. After 1923 there were
no more attempts to overthrow the Weimar Republic. However, some of the foundations of this recovery
were shaky – especially the reliance on American loans. With the Wall Street Crash in 1929, these
weaknesses in Weimar Germany became hugely significant. Unfortunately, Gustav Stresemann also died
in 1929 and Germany lost its one outstanding politician of the 1920s.

The Nazis’ Rise to Power
1. The Early Years (1919‐28)
1919 ‐

Hitler joins the German Workers’ Party after spying on them for the police.

1920 ‐

Hitler renames the party the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (NSDAP).

1921 ‐

Hitler becomes leader of the party, calling himself ‘Fuhrer’ and sets up the SA .

1922 ‐

Under Hitler’s leadership the party grows to have 20,000 members.

1923‐

The Nazis try to seize power in the Munich Putsch. Hitler is arrested and jailed.

1924 ‐

Hitler writes Mein Kampf in Landsberg prison. The main ideas in the book are:







There should be one strong leader in Germany – the Fuhrer – and democracy should be destroyed.
The Aryans (Germans) are the master race and all other races (especially Jews) are inferior.
All German people should be united in one country.
Communism must be destroyed.
The Aryan race will need to conquer ‘living space’ (Lebensraum) in eastern Europe as it expands.

1925 ‐

Hitler rebuilds the party which has fallen apart whilst he is in prison. He introduces a new
party structure and changes tactics from trying to seize power to winning votes and
destroying democracy from the inside.

1928 ‐

The Nazis do badly in the general election, only winning 2.5% of the votes. At this stage,
Gustav Stresemann has brought about a recovery in Germany and most people are not
attracted by the Nazis’ extreme ideas and they are put off by the violence of the SA.

2. The Wall Street Crash (1929) and the Great Depression
In October 1929, the American stock market crashed. Thousands of US companies went bust and this led
to a collapse of world trade. Germany was particularly badly hit because the economic recovery achieved
by Stresemann had relied on American loans. These loans were now recalled. Thousands of German
firms went bankrupt and millions of people lost their jobs and had to live in poverty, relying on small
unemployment benefit payments to survive. The Great Depression had two main political effects:
(a) The Weimar Republic looked weak as it could not solve these problems. The strain of the
depression led to the collapse of several coalition governments. It appeared that democracy could
not solve Germany’s problems. President Hindenburg allowed the Chancellors between 1930 and
1932 to use the Emergency Powers of Article 48 to try to solve the economic crisis. This also showed
that even the leaders had little faith in democracy.
(b) There was increased support for extremist parties. As people became more and more desperate
they started to look for more radical solutions. Both the Nazis and the Communists gained millions of
votes between 1930 and 1932. These parties offered more extreme solutions to the Great
Depression.

3. The Nazis’ Election Successes
As unemployment increased so did the votes won by the Nazis (and the Communists)
Year

Unemployment
2.1 million
3.2 million
6 million

1928
1930
1932 (July)

Nazi votes
1 million
7 million
13.5 million

Communist votes
3 million
5 million
5 million

The Communists won lots of support from the working‐class but they could not win votes from other
types of people. The Nazis on the other hand appealed to a wider range of people:






The middle‐classes: they had lost a lot from the economic depression and they feared that a
Communist government would confiscate all their property to give to the workers. The Nazis
were the only party who seemed able to stand up to the Communists.
Farmers: they had lost out a great deal during the hyper‐inflation and had not benefitted much
from the recovery under Stresemann. The Nazis were very active in going out to the countryside
to hold meetings and win the support of Germany’s farmers. They also feared that the
Communists might seize their land and force them onto collective farms like in Russia.
Big business: owners of large businesses also feared the Communists. They also liked the Nazis’
ideas of rearmament which would mean lots of business supplying equipment to the armed forces.
Rich businessmen donated quite a lot of money to the Nazis to help them in the elections.

The Nazis also did very well in the elections because of their tactics:
(a) Hitler’s leadership – without Hitler the Nazis had nothing. His speeches were a major vote winner.
In his speeches he convinced many Germans that democracy was weak; that the Jews were to
blame for Germany’s problems; that Germany needed a single strong leader to escape from the
depression; that he would restore German pride.
(b) Nazi promises – the Nazis made sure their election promises focused on the issues that were most
important to the German people:
‐
‐
‐

To solve the economic crisis and create jobs for the unemployed
To ignore the Treaty of Versailles and win back what Germany had lost
To build up the army and make Germany strong again

(c) Nazi organisation – the Nazis had raised a lot of money from ordinary Germans and rich
businessmen. They spent this on popular measures, e.g. soup kitchens for the unemployed;
parades of the SA ; huge rallies which looked impressive; door‐to‐door leafleting; public meetings.
(d) Propaganda – Josef Goebbels was in charge of the Nazis’ propaganda machine, He used the latest
technology to get the message across – loudspeakers, films, the radio. The Nazis’ election posters
were also much more effective than their rivals’.
(e) Combatting communism – Hitler ordered the SA to disrupt Communist Party meetings. They were
to beat up the Communists but withdraw as soon as the police arrived. This gave the impression
that the Nazis respected law and order but were the only party that could resist communism.

4. Hitler becomes Chancellor
Despite all of the success the Nazis had in the elections of 1930 and 1932, Hitler was still not Chancellor of
Germany. This is because he had to be appointed by President Hindenburg. Hindenburg did not like Hitler
for several reasons – he was Austrian; he had only been a corporal in the Army; he was from a poor
background; his ideas were too extreme.
In the elections of November 1932 the Nazis’ share of the vote actually declined. To some observers it
appeared that the Nazis had peaked and were on the way out. However, just two months later Hitler was
appointed as Chancellor by President Hindenburg. This was the result of a political deal struck between
Hitler and Franz Von Papen, leader of the Catholic Centre Party and a former chancellor himself:
July 1932 ‐

the Nazis become the largest party in the Reichstag but President Hindenburg appoints
Von Papen as chancellor instead.

Nov. 1932 ‐

Von Papen is forced to call new elections because he cannot get the support of the
Reichstag for his policies.

Dec. 1932 ‐

General Von Schleicher persuades Hindenburg to appoint him as chancellor instead of
Von Papen, but Von Schleicher cannot get enough support in the Reichstag either.

Jan. 1933 ‐

Von Papen is desperate to return to power. He approaches Hitler with a deal. Von Papen
will persuade Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as chancellor (because he’s good friends with
the president) with Von Papen as vice‐chancellor. Hindenburg agrees to Von Papen’s plan
because there will only be three Nazis in the new cabinet. They think they can ‘tame the
tiger’. As a result Hitler is appointed chancellor of Germanys in January 1933.

Overall, therefore, Hitler became chancellor of Germany as much because of a political deal behind the
scenes as for his popularity with the German people.

Section 2 – Control and Opposition in Nazi Germany
How did Hitler establish a dictatorship?

Opposition and Resistance to the Nazis
1.

Former Political Opponents – Socialists and Communists

What did they do? ‐ The Social Democrats and the Communists were the Nazis’ main opponents between
1929 and 1932 during the last years of the Weimar Republic. They had had millions of supporters and large
party organisations. These did not just vanish as soon as the Nazis came to power. Both groups had large
amounts of support amongst the working class and trade unions. After 1933, they organised secret
meetings, organised strikes (400 between 1933 and 1935), and handed out leaflets.
How did the Nazis react? – In July 1933, all opposition parties were banned. Thousands of leading
members of the Socialist and Communist parties as well as the trade unions were arrested and put in
concentration camps. Many were beaten up; some were tortured; a few were killed. Most were soon
released. The aim was to scare people into joining the Nazis or at least keeping quiet. After July 1933,
there was continued action by Socialist and Communist groups. More arrests were ordered – 2/3 of all
Communist Party members were arrested. This time fewer were released. Resistance by these groups died
down after 1935 as their leaders were almost all in prison and their members too scared to act.

2.

The Churches

Hitler hated Christianity and the Nazis were very suspicious of the influence of the Christian Churches in
Germany. The Nazis wanted to limit the power of organised religion but they did not want to directly
persecute the Churches because so many people belonged to them. 90% of Germans belonged to either
the Protestant Churches (58%) or the Roman Catholic Church (32%).
What did the Churches do? – Many church leaders were reluctant to speak out against the Nazis. Some
groups actively supported Nazi policy, e.g. the persecution of the Jews because in an extreme Christian
interpretation the Jews were regarded as ‘Christ‐killers’ from the Bible story. Other church leaders were
too scared to speak out, and the Nazis arrested and harassed several priests to heighten this fear.
However, there was some significant opposition from some church leaders in Nazi Germany:
‐

‐

‐

Bishop Von Galen – the Roman Catholic Bishop of Munster preached sermons criticising the Nazis’
policies of euthanasia. He was so popular that the Nazis did not dare to arrest him and they
actually halted their euthanasia programme for a while in response to his criticism.
Martin Niemoller – a Protestant pastor (priest) who set up the non‐Nazi Confessional Church. By
1934, six thousand Protestant pastors had joined the Confessional Church. Later in the 1930s,
Pastor Niemoller was arrested after preaching an anti‐Nazi sermon and was kept in solitary
confinement in a concentration camp for seven years.
Dietrich Bonhoffer – a Protestant priest in charge of training young men to be pastors. He taught
that Nazi beliefs were un‐Christian and that you should not separate religion and politics. The Nazis
closed his college in 1940 but he stayed in Germany and was arrested in 1943 and executed in 1945.

What did the Nazis do? – Hitler set up the ‘Reich Church’ which was designed to replace the Protestant
Church. This did not prove to be very popular. He did a deal with the Catholic Church that they would not
interfere in politics and in return the Nazis would leave them alone (Bishop Von Galen rejected this deal). In
1936, all church youth groups were stopped and by 1939 almost all church schools had been closed.

3.

Army Officers

Most army officers were not Nazis. They tended to be from the upper‐classes and did not like Hitler and the
Nazis who they regarded as uncivilised and extremist. Hitler bought the support of the army with the Night
of the Long Knives (1934) but after that many army officers became increasingly worried by Hitler’s racial
policies and by his desire to engage Germany in war to win Lebensraum. During the Second World War
(1939‐45) many army officers were appalled at the brutality of the SS against Poles, Russians and Jews. As
victory turned to defeat from 1943 onwards, there was more and more discontent with Hitler.
What did they do? – there were dozens of plots to kill Hitler, but most did not get off the ground or were
uncovered by the Gestapo and the SS. The one that came closest to success was the July 1944 Bomb Plot led
by Colonel Claus Von Stauffenberg. He planted a bomb in a briefcase near Hitler in his headquarters. The
bomb exploded but Hitler was only wounded. There was an army unit supposedly ready to march on Berlin
and seize power, but this did not materialise.
What did the Nazis do? – In response to the July 1944 Bomb Plot, the Nazis arrested and executed 5,000
people. They took the opportunity to clamp down on all suspected opponents not just those involved in the
Bomb Plot itself.

4.

Edelweiss Pirates

What did they do? – these were groups of young people in most German towns and cities. There was not
any overall organisation. There were a few hundred young people in each town who rebelled against Nazi
control. They refused to join the Hitler Youth (even though it was compulsory after 1937) and even beat up
Hitler Youth leaders (one was murdered in 1944 in Cologne). They wore make‐up; had sex; sang anti‐Nazi
songs; drank alcohol; wrote anti‐Nazi graffiti – anything that went against Nazi rules and control.
What did the Nazis do? – The Nazis found it difficult to clamp down on these groups, although overall the
Edelweiss Pirates were more of an irritation than a serious threat to the Nazis’ power. They introduced
curfews and stepped up patrols by the Hitler Youth to find young people who were not members. In
response to the murder in Cologne in 1944, twelve Edelweiss Pirates were hanged.

5.

The White Rose Movement

What did they do? – the White Rose Movement was set up by Hans and Sophie Scholl at Munich University in
1942. They were disgusted at the Nazis’ persecution of the Jews and the lack of opposition to this within
Germany. They handed out leaflets; put up posters and wrote anti‐Nazi graffiti. They called for the
overthrow of Hitler and an end to the war.
What did the Nazis do? – Hans and Sophie Scholl were caught distributing leaflets at Munich University.
They were found guilty of treason and beheaded.

Conclusion – there was some opposition to the Nazis between 1933 and 1945, but this came from a very
varied range of groups. There was no overall leadership or organisation of opposition and for the most part,
the Nazis did not face a serious threat to their rule. The most serious threat to their power came from the
Army officers who did have the ability to assassinate Hitler and nearly did so in 1944.

Section 3 – German Economy and Society
(a)

The Role of Women in Nazi Germany

During the Weimar Republic women had enjoyed greater equality and freedom than had ever existed
in Germany, for example all women over 20 could vote (this was more advanced than Britain at the
time). The Nazis, however, had a very different view of the role of women in society. They believed
women should be housewives and mothers. In order to get German women to conform to this ideal
the Nazis used a range of methods, some positive and some negative:
The ‘Carrot’ – positive encouragement
 The Nazis offered marriage loans of 1000
marks. In order to get a loan, however, the
wife had to leave her job. If the family had
four children they did not have to repay the
loan.
 Medals were awarded for having lots of
children – gold for eight; silver for six; bronze
for four. These medals were given out at big
ceremonies to celebrate large families.
 Nazi posters portrayed the ideal German
family with the woman in the role of mother
and wife. The posters often included the
slogan ‘Kinder, Kirche, Kuche’ (Children,
Church and Kitchen.)

The ‘Stick’ – forcing women to conform


All women employed by the state were
sacked. This included doctors, civil
servants and many teachers.



You had to give up your job to receive a
marriage loan.



‘Good’ Nazi women were encouraged to
confront any women wearing make‐up,
trousers or high heels in public. Some
restaurants were forced to ban women
from smoking.



The Nazis set up ‘Lebensborn’ which
were hostels for unmarried mothers.
These establishments also served as
brothels where unmarried women could
go to be ‘introduced’ to racially pure SS
men.



In the Hitler Youth, having a perm could
be punished by having all of your hair
shaved off.

 The Nazis used the girls division of the Hitler
Youth to train girls in childcare, cooking,
cleaning etc.

Conclusion ‐ The number of marriages and babies born both increased significantly and at first, the
Nazis had a lot of success in forcing women out of the workplace. However, because of the boom in
the economy, by the end of the 1930s, there were 2 million more women working than there had
been in 1933. The Nazis’ policies towards women were unpopular with a lot of Germans – employers
liked women workers because they could pay them less; the women themselves wanted to work to
bring in a wage for the family.

(b)

Nazi policy towards religion

See above notes about ‘The Churches’ in the section on resistance to the Nazis.

(c)

The impact of Nazism on different social classes

(i)

The Working Class
Positives

 The Nazis created millions of new jobs
particularly in public work schemes such as
building autobahns, schools and hospitals.

Negatives


The work in the Reich Labour Service
(RAD) was very dreary. Workers were
only paid pocket money; they were
forced to live away from their families in
barracks; and they were disciplined more
like soldiers. The work, e.g. on
autobahns was heavy manual labour.



All men aged 18‐25 had to do six months
service in the RAD.



Places on the best ‘Strength Through Joy’
cruises were reserved for Nazi party
members. Also, the Nazis did not deliver
a single Volkswagen car despite
encouraging workers to put their money
in a scheme to save up for one. The
factory started making tanks instead.



The Nazis abolished all trade unions and
replaced them with the DAF. As a result
wages did not increase very much but
worker’s hour went up a lot. Strikes
were made illegal.



People who refused a job were called
‘work‐shy’ and sent to a concentration
camp.

 By 1936, the average worker was earning 35
marks a week, which was ten times the level
of unemployment benefit from before 1933.
 The Nazis set up ‘Strength Through Joy’ (KDF)
– run by Dr. Robert Ley ‐ which organised
sporting, leisure and cultural events for the
workers. It also offered affordable holidays.
 The German Labour Front (DAF) organised
some improvements to working conditions,
such as better lunches, safer conditions and
new toilets.
 The Nazis’ propaganda continually celebrated
the worker as one of the most important roles
in strengthening Germany.
 The Nazis passed a new law which meant that
bossed could not sack workers on the spot.

(ii)

The Middle Class

Middle‐class people were some of the most enthusiastic supporters of the Nazis. Many of them
were grateful to the Nazis for preventing a Communist revolution in Germany. They also benefitted
from the Nazis’ economic policies which brought about a recovery in Germany soon after 1933. This
meant that businesses were doing well again.

(iii)

Rich industrialists

Rich factory owners and manufacturers were very supportive of the Nazis’ policies. They made a lot
of money supplying equipment to the Armed Forces which were expanding rapidly after 1933. The
Nazis needed the support of these people, so they made every effort not to annoy them. For
example, the Nazis suppressed workers’ wages and lengthened their hours through the German
Labour Front (DAF).

(iv)

Farmers

The Nazis viewed farmers as the foundation of a successful and strong nation. Therefore, they
introduced policies designed to help Germany’s farmers. Farmers’ debts were cancelled and the
price of their goods was increased so they made more money. A lot of Nazi propaganda hailed the
Aryan farmer as the ideal German. The Nazis encouraged girls and women to wear their hair in pig‐
tails ‐ the traditional peasant style. Not surprisingly, many farmers supported the Nazis in the 1930s.

(d)
(i)

The Nazi Economy
The Attack on Unemployment

The figures for unemployment in Nazi Germany are impressive:
1933 ‐
1934 ‐
1935 ‐
1936 ‐
1937 ‐
1938 ‐
1939 ‐

6 million unemployed
3.7 million “
2.9 million “
2.5 million “
1.8 million “
1.1 million “
0.3 million “

This apparent success in reducing unemployment was down to two main factors: creating new jobs
and ‘creative accounting’ (i.e. adjusting the figures).
Creating new jobs –
 The Nazis created thousands of new jobs in the Reich Labour Service (RAD) building
autobahns, schools and hospitals; planting forests; and digging drainage ditches on farms.
 The Nazis massively expanded the Armed Forces which created thousands of jobs in the
Army, Navy and Airforce. This also counted the young men aged 18‐25 who now had to do
compulsory military service for two years.
 The rearmament of Germany also created a lot of new jobs in the industries which supplied
the Armed Forces with equipment e.g. the steel industry which supplied the materials for
new tanks, battleships, guns and aeroplanes.
 The need for ‘autarky’ (see below in the Four Year Plan) created thousands of jobs in
industries aimed at making Germany self‐sufficient.
‘Creative accounting’ –
 All of the women who were forced to give up their jobs, or who gave them up to receive a
marriage loan, were not counted as unemployed.
 Jews were removed from the unemployment register.
 Many people who refused a job and were labelled as work‐shy were sent to a concentration
camp. They were not counted as unemployed, nor were any of the prisoners in the camps.

(ii)

Hjalmar Schacht – Economics Minister (1934‐36)

Schacht was not a Nazi, but he sympathised with a lot of Hitler’s aims and he was employed by the
Nazis as their economics minister because of his expertise. He oversaw the first few years of
economic recovery in Nazi Germany:
 He approved of the Nazis’ policy of creating jobs through public works schemes and made
sure there was enough money available to pay for them.
 He also negotiated favourable trade agreements with countries in South America and south‐
eastern Europe which meant that Germany would get cheap raw materials.
However, Schacht argued with Hitler over the levels of rearmament in Germany. Hitler wanted
greater rearmament but Schacht argued that this would be bad for the German economy. As a
result, Schacht was sacked and replaced by the leading Nazi, Hermann Goering.

(iii)

Hermann Goering and the Four Year Plan (1936‐40)

Goering was a Nazi and so he shared Hitler’s belief that Germany should rearm as fast as possible.
Hitler aimed for Germany to be at war to conquer Lebensraum sometime in the early 1940s. In order
to be successful in a war Germany needed two things from the Four Year Plan:
 Massive rearmament – after 1936 the German armed forces were expanded even more.
 Autarky – this means becoming self‐sufficient in all resources. The Four Year Plan aimed to
develop new industries to make sure Germany did not have to rely on supplies from other
countries in the case of a war, e.g. synthetic rubber.

Hermann Goering
Goering was one the leading Nazis. He was in
charge of the Luftwaffe (the German Airforce)
as well as the Four Year Plan from 1936. Like all
the leading Nazis he was very anti‐semitic and
played a significant role in the persecution of
Jews during Kristallnacht (1938) and in shaping
the ‘Final Solution’.

Section 4 – Race and Youth in Nazi Germany
(a)

Youth Movements in Nazi Germany

The Nazis put a huge amount of time and effort into winning the loyalty of the youth of Germany.
This was mainly to indoctrinate the next generation of Germans into following Nazi beliefs. The
young people of Germany could also have a significant impact on the beliefs of their parents. Boys
and girls were encouraged to persuade their parents to adopt Nazi ideas, and to inform on parents
who spoke negatively about the Nazis.
The main way of mobilising German youth was through the Hitler Youth Movement which had
several divisions:
For boys ‐

The Pimpfen (Little Fellows) for ages 6‐10
The Jungvolk (Young Folk) for ages 10‐14
The Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth) for ages 14‐18

For girls ‐

The Jungmadel (Young Maidens) for ages 10‐14
The Bund Deutsche Madel (League of German Maidens) for ages 14‐18

These organisations had a huge appeal to the young people of Germany for many reasons:
 They loved the uniforms, the parades and the flags.
 Membership of the Hitler Youth made them feel important, e.g. passers‐by had to stop and
salute a Hitler Youth parade.
 The Hitler Youth organised camps and activities which they would never otherwise have had
the chance to do.
 Nazi propaganda was very effective at portraying a positive image of the Hitler Youth and its
importance to Germany’s future.

Boys and girls had quite different activities in the Hitler Youth Movement based on the different roles
that men and women were expected to fulfil in adult life:
For Boys







War games
Digging trenches
Fixing bikes
Signalling
Physical exercise
Long marches

= activities to prepare boys for service in the
armed forces

For Girls







Cooking
Cleaning
Childcare
Textiles
Physical exercise
Long marches

= activities to prepare girls for motherhood and
being a good wife

The other main focus of the Hitler Youth was communicating Nazi theory to both boys and girls. A
significant amount of time at regular meetings and at the camps was devoted to instruction in Nazi
ideas such as their racial beliefs.

Hitler addressing a rally of the Hitler
Youth at Nuremburg.

(b)

Education in Nazi Germany

The Nazis recognised the power of education for indoctrinating young minds. Therefore:







(c)

They sacked teachers who refused to teach Nazi ideas. All teachers had to belong to the
German Teachers’ League and attend training courses in the holidays in Nazi ideology.
School textbooks were rewritten to put across the Nazis’ version of history, biology etc.
Even maths questions were altered to accommodate Nazi ideas, e.g. calculating the weight
of bomber aircraft sent to bomb Jews or working out the money saved if Germany got rid of
all mentally ill people.
Jewish students were discriminated against, firstly by having to sit at separate desks; then by
having to go separate schools. After 1942, Jewish children could get no formal education
outside of the ghettos where they were forced to live.
Universities were strictly supervised. Any professors who spoke out against Nazi ideas were
sacked. Jewish professors and any suspected of sympathising with the Socialists or
Communists were also sacked.

Youth Resistance

** Read about Edelweiss Pirates and White Rose Movement in section 2 above. **
Membership of the Hitler Youth became compulsory in 1937, however, 20% of German children still
had not joined by 1939. This demonstrates a significant amount of resistance to the Nazis from the
youth of Germany. By the end of the 1930s, the Hitler Youth had lost some of its appeal as
something new and exciting. It was seen by many young people as rather boring and repetitive and
they resented the ‘brainwashing’ which did not allow them to think for themselves. There was not
very much, however, that young people in Germany could do to actively resist the Nazis.
Universities started complaining about the decline in academic standards because schools were
putting more emphasis on physical exercise rather than study. This criticism did not bother the Nazis
too much as they were not that interested in academic excellence. They were developing a new
generation of committed and hardened soldiers and their female companions.

(d)

The Nazis’ Ideas on Race

The Nazis believed that all human beings are divided into races and that some races are better than
others. The strongest race of all, in Nazi theory, was the ‘Aryan race’ which all Germans belonged to.
Hitler referred to the Aryan race as the ‘master race’ and a lot of his policies were aimed at keeping
this race ‘pure’. This meant Aryans not having children with people from other races, especially Jews.
Hitler viewed Jews as the biggest threat to the purity of the Aryan race. He therefore pursued a policy
of anti‐semitism, which means prejudice and persecution against Jews. However, the Nazis also
persecuted other groups within society whom they regarded as inferior, such as gypsies, homosexuals,
black people, the mentally ill and the physically disabled.

(e)

The Treatment of Minority Groups in Society



The mentally ill and physically disabled – those people who could not work as a result of
their conditions were regarded by the Nazis as a burden on society. School children were
asked to calculate in their maths lessons how much money would be saved by getting rid of
all of Germany’s disabled people. During the Second World War thousands of these people
were killed in the gas chambers. 350,000 people who might produce ‘inferior’ offspring were
compulsorily sterilised.



Homosexuals – 15,000 homosexuals in Germany were arrested and sent to concentration
camps. Many were castrated or used in medical experiments. The Nazis could not accept
homosexuals as they would not build the perfect Aryan family.



Black people – about 385 black Germans were compulsorily sterilised. When the black
American athlete, Jesse Owens, won four gold medals at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, Hitler
could not hide his anger and he stormed out of the stadium.



Gypsies – because they were not Aryan and also because they did not do ‘normal’ work,
gypsies were heavily persecuted by the Nazis. Around 500,000 were killed in the death
camps during the Second World War.

(f)

The Persecution of the Jews

The Nazis’ persecution of the Jewish population in Germany escalated from 1933 onwards. There
were between 600,000 and 800,000 German Jews in 1933. The Nazis did not have a clear plan of
how they were going to persecute the Jews, but they took action whenever circumstances allowed.
1933 ‐

The Nazis arranged a boycott of Jewish shops and businesses in April 1933. SA men
were placed outside Jewish shops to intimidate people from not going in. This action
was not a success because most Germans wanted to carry on shopping in their local
stores and the Nazis were not yet powerful enough to force Jewish shops to close.

1933 ‐

All Jews who worked in the civil service, in the law, in universities, schools and in
journalism were sacked.

1934 ‐

All Jewish shops were marked with a yellow star or the word ‘Juden’. Jews had to sit
on separate seats in parks and on public transport. In schools, textbooks and lessons
were changed to teach children anti‐semitic ideas. Jewish and non‐Jewish children
could no longer sit together in class or play together.

1935 ‐

At the Nazi party rally in Nuremburg, Hitler announced two new laws against Jews.
These became known as the Nuremburg Laws. The first took away German
citizenship from Jews, so they could no longer vote or hold a German passport. The
second forbade marriages between Jews and non‐Jews.

1935‐38 ‐

After the Nuremburg Laws, the persecution of Jews in Germany intensified. Much of
this was not directly ordered by the Nazis, but many ‘Aryan’ Germans began to act in
ways the Nazis approved of, e.g. shops would not serve Jewish customers, hotels
banned Jewish guests, whole villages banned Jews from entering.

1938 ‐

Kristallnacht (the ‘Night of Broken Glass’) was a wave of violence against Jews
ordered by Hitler on the night of 10/11 November. A Jewish student shot a Nazi
official dead in Paris. Hitler was so angry that he ordered the violence against Jews in
Germany. Thousands of shops, synagogues and homes were attacked by SA and SS
men in plain clothes. Afterwards, at the suggestion of Hermann Goering, the Jewish
community in Germany was ordered to pay a fine of one billion marks to pay for the
damage caused. About 100 Jews were killed and thousands more arrested.

1939
onwards

In the months following Kristallnacht, 30,000 Jews were arrested and taken to
concentration camps. With the start of the Second World War, the persecution of
Jews became even more sinister. With the Nazi conquest of Poland in 1939 and then
western Russia in 1941/42, millions more Jews came under the Nazis’ control.

(g)

The persecution of Jews during the war and the Final Solution

Ghettos ‐

The Nazis forced Jews to live in separate sections of cities which were walled off
from the rest of the city. The biggest of these ghettos was in Warsaw, the capital of
Poland. The area of the ghetto was always too small for the number of Jews forced
to live there. The Nazis controlled the food supply and made sure not enough was
provided for the number of people. As a result, there was severe overcrowding,
starvation and disease. Hundreds of Jews died in the ghettos every day.
The Nazis organised coach tours of the ghettos for ‘Aryan’ Germans to show them
what an inferior race Jewish people supposedly were. After suffering weeks of
hunger, overcrowding and disease many Jews in the ghettos did look like the
‘inferior’ people of Nazi propaganda.

A family in the Warsaw ghetto

Einsatzgruppen ‐
(“Special Units”)

As the German army pushed into western Russia in 1941, the Nazis realised
that they now controlled about six million more Jews. ‘Special units’ of the
SS were ordered to round up as many Jews as they could find, take them to a
remote place in the countryside and murder them by shooting them in the
back of the head. Millions of Jews were killed in this way.

The Final Solution ‐

The murder of Jews by the Einsatzgruppen and in the ghettos was seen by
many leading Nazis as an ‘inefficient’ way of solving the ‘Jewish problem’. As
a result, these leading Nazis discussed a ‘Final Solution’ to this ‘problem’. It
was confirmed at a secret conference at Wannsee in January 1942 that the
‘Final Solution’ would be the mass murder of millions of Jews in specially
constructed gas chambers. The largest such gas chamber was at Auschwitz
in Poland which could kill 2,000 people at once. The victims were killed by
the gas Zyklon B which took about 15 minutes to kill all of the people in the
gas chamber. Around 2.5 million Jews were killed at Auschwitz alone.

By the end of the Second World War in 1945, the Nazis had murdered around 6 million Jews along
with thousands of gypsies, homosexuals and other minority groups.

(h)

The reaction of different people in Germany

There was little outward opposition to the Nazis’ persecution of Jews in Germany for many reasons:
 The Nazis’ propaganda was very effective at convincing many German people that Jews were
their enemy and that they were inferior human beings.
 Of those Germans who were opposed to the persecution of Jews, most were too scared of the
Nazis to speak out. Everyone was aware of what happened to people who criticised the Nazis.
 The Nazis put a lot of effort into keeping the death camps a secret, e.g. Jews were given
postcards to sign to convince their families that they were all right. The death camps were
mostly located in remote places in Poland.

Some people were brave enough to speak out, but they did not manage to stop the Nazis from
carrying out these atrocious crimes. One of the best known examples is the White Rose Movement
(see above in section on Control and Opposition).

Section 5 – Culture and Propaganda
(a)

The Cultural Climate of the Weimar Republic (1919‐33)

The Weimar Republic was a democracy which allowed freedom of speech and expression. This new
freedom was gratefully accepted by many artists who began to experiment with new ideas. As a
result, the culture of the Weimar Republic was modern and experimental. The Nazis hated this
because they wanted traditional German culture. Examples of Weimar culture include:
(i)

The Bauhaus Movement in architecture – these architects wanted to design modern buildings
using new materials. Their aim was to create buildings which were artistic and practical. The
Nazis hated this architecture as silly and un‐German.

(ii) Painters such as George Grosz – the leading artists of the Weimar Republic painted in a modern,
futuristic style. They often painted pictures to shock people, e.g. of the horrors of the First World
War; or pictures which criticised the leaders of Germany. The Nazis hated these paintings as they
portrayed war in a negative way and they viewed them as unpatriotic.
(iii) Bertold Brecht and the theatre – Brecht sympathised with the Communists, who were one of the
Nazis’ main political enemies. He wanted to open up culture to all the people not just the rich.
Therefore he wrote the ‘Three Penny Opera’. The Nazis hated any aspect of culture which
promoted the views of another political party.
(iv) Literature – one of the most famous books published in the Weimar republic was ‘All Quiet on the
Western Front’ by Erich Remarque. This was an anti‐war book which showed the true horror of
the First World War and also revealed that the German Army was losing in 1918, which
contradicted the ‘stab in the back’ myth which the Nazis believed. The Nazis hated this book and
when in was turned into a film in 1930, they disrupted the screening of it in several German cities.
The Nazis wanted people to regard war as glorious and to believe in the ‘stab in the back’ myth.

Another aspect of culture in the Weimar Republic which the Nazis hated was the nightlife. There was a
massive expansion in the number of nightclubs in German cities. In many of these clubs there were
cabaret acts, jazz music and dancing girls. In society in general there was greater sexual freedom and
homosexuality was openly tolerated. All of these aspects of Weimar culture appalled Hitler and the
Nazis. It also drew criticism from the Church who thought it represented a collapse in moral
standards. The Communists were also against the nightclubs because it was only richer people who
could afford to go in them.

(b)

The cultural climate of Germany under the Nazis (1933‐45)

The Nazis placed all culture under the control of Josef Goebbels and the Ministry of Propaganda and
National Enlightenment. This ministry controlled a range of ‘Chambers’ of culture such as the
Chamber of Music and the Chamber of Literature. The Nazis wanted all German culture to reflect their
ideas and to celebrate traditional ‘German’ values. Features of Nazi culture included:

(i)

Architecture – one of Hitler’s closest friends was the architect Albert Speer. He designed many of
the new buildings in Nazi Germany, such as the Nuremburg parade ground. These buildings were
designed to give the impression of strength and permanence and borrowed a lot of ideas from
classical Roman architecture.

(ii) Painting – painters such as Adolph Wissel painted scenes which showed the perfect Aryan family.
The Nazis used these paintings to promote their racial ideas of the Aryan race as the ‘master race’.
The Nazis also organised exhibitions of ‘degenerate’ art from the Weimar Republic to show the
German people what was unacceptable.
(iii) Sculpture – sculptors such as Arno Breker created statues celebrating the perfect ‘Aryan’ form.
(iv) Literature – in 1933 there was a famous ‘Book‐burning’ ceremony in Berlin when the Nazis threw
books by Jews, Communists and Socialists into a huge bonfire. Books such as ‘All Quiet on the
Western Front’ were banned and only books which fitted in with Nazi ideas were allowed to be
published. ‘Mein Kampf’ by Adolf Hitler became essential reading – the Nazis wanted all Germans
to own a copy.
(v) Film – the Nazis controlled which films could be shown. Most were adventure stories, comedies or
romances but they were always accompanied by a newsreel film ‘News of the Week’ which was
made by Goebbels’ film‐makers and portrayed the Nazis’ version of events. Some films were made
by the Nazis, such as ‘The Eternal Jew’ which promoted their racist ideas.
(vi) Parades and rallies – the Nazis loved organising huge parades and rallies which gave the impression
of strength and massive support. The biggest of these was the annual Nazi Party Rally at
Nuremburg in September. The well‐known film‐maker Leni Riefensthal made a famous propaganda
film of the 1934 rally called ‘Triumph of the Will’ which was shown all over Germany.

Josef Goebbels
Goebbels was Minister for Propaganda and National
Enlightenment. This made him one of the most important men
in Nazi Germany as he controlled all culture and information.

(c)

The role and success of Nazi propaganda in sports, leisure and the media

Sport





The ‘Strength Through Joy’ (KDF) organisation run by Dr. Robert Ley arranged sporting activities for
workers. These proved to be very popular and were one reason why many workers supported the
Nazis
In schools and the Hitler Youth, the Nazis placed a heavy emphasis on physical fitness. Children were
encouraged to aspire to be like the pictures of the perfect Aryans in their textbooks.
The 1936 Olympics were held in Berlin. The Nazis used this as an opportunity to try to show off the
positive side of life in Nazi Germany. Signs about the persecution of Jews were removed for the
duration of the Olympics. Germany did top the medals table which Hitler used to argue that the Aryan
race was indeed stronger than other races. However, when the black American athlete, Jesse Owens,
won four gold medals Hitler could not hide his anger and stormed out of the stadium.

Leisure



‘Strength Through Joy’ also organised many leisure activities such as outings to the opera and theatre;
evening classes for adults; affordable holidays such as skiing or walking in the mountains.
‘Strength Through Joy’ also ran a scheme for ordinary people to buy a Volkswagen car. Workers had to
pay 5 marks a week over three years and then they would receive a car. Unfortunately for the
workers, when the Second World War started in 1939 the Volkswagen car factory was turned into a
tank factory and no cars were ever delivered.

The Media
(i) The Radio ‐ Josef Goebbels took control of all radio stations. Regular programmes included Hitler’s
speeches, German music and German history. Foreign programmes were banned, and in
the Second World War listening to the BBC was punishable by death. The Nazis made
cheap radios, and by 1939 70% of Germans owned a radio. In addition, loudspeakers were
set up in public squares and street corners and people were encouraged to listen to Hitler’s
speeches and important announcements.
(ii) Newspapers ‐

Anti‐Nazi newspapers were shut down and Jews were banned from owning or
working for newspapers. Goebbels’ Ministry of Propaganda sent out daily
instructions to all newspapers telling them what stories and pictures to print as
part of the ‘Editors’ Law’. Display boards were put up in public places so that
everyone could read these newspapers.

(d)

The Cult of the Fuhrer

From the moment he took over the leadership of the Nazi Party in 1921, Hitler was called the Fuhrer
(‘Strong leader’). When he combined the offices of Chancellor and President in 1934, he began to call
himself Fuhrer of Germany. Much of the Nazis’ propaganda was focused on Hitler himself and celebrating
his strong leadership which was going to lead Germany to a great future. Admiration for Hitler became so
strong in the 1930s that historians refer to a ‘cult of the Fuhrer’ to describe people almost worshipping him.
Examples of the cult of the Fuhrer and it effects are:







Nazi election posters between 1928 and 1932 often focused on Hitler’s face, his name or pictures
of him looking strong and dynamic.
Promoting Hitler was one of the main focuses of Goebbels’ Propaganda Ministry, e.g. through
broadcasting his speeches on all radio stations.
There were stories of women eating the gravel on which Hitler had stood outside his house.
Children in the Hitler Youth were encouraged to believe totally in Hitler’s leadership.
The film ‘Triumph of the Will’ showed Hitler descending from the sky in an aeroplane as if he were
a god coming down to earth from the heavens.
The Nazis used a lot of religious language in their propaganda to portray Hitler as the saviour of
Germany. They used statistics such as the unemployment figures to back up this impression.

An example of an election poster from the early
1930s depicting Hitler as a knight in shining armour
coming to save Germany.
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Adolf Hitler and President Hindenburg on January 30th 1933 when
Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany.
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