
Key Question 4: What was it like to live in Nazi 
Germany, 1933-1939?

All of the revision sessions here are aimed at helping you to answer this 
key question. So, you will look at the different groups living in Nazi 
Germany and how they were treated by the state. You will also look at 
the changes in living conditions and whether the Nazis performed an 
‘economic miracle.’

We will be making links to Key Question 3 in order to understand how 
and why the Nazis made these changes.

You don’t have to do every activity, perhaps focus on those you feel less 
confident with. This is for guidance. 



Key Question 4: What was it like to live in Nazi Germany, 1933-1939?

Session Content Suggested  Activities Exam practice Date Completed

Session 1

Learn and Practice

45 minutes 

Why were women important to the Nazis?
Volksgemeinschaft, aryan, lebensborn, 
lebensraum, rural

Helpful website: 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Women_Nazi_Germany.htm
1.Make flashcards which outline the aims of the Nazis for women. 
Explain why these aims are so important (you can also use the 
information in this pack)
2. For each aim include examples of the policies the Nazis passed for 
women to achieve these aims
3.On the back of the card list one success and failure of each 
measure

Give two things you can infer 
about the role of women in Nazi 
Germany (4)

Session 1

Learn and Practice 

30 minutes

How successful were Nazi policies towards 
women?

1. Use the pieces of information and categorise them into the table. 
2. Write a clinching argument in answer to this question: 
How successful were Nazi policies towards women?

Revise and Revisit

15 minutes

1. Answer the exam question Study sources A and B. How 
useful are they for an enquiry into 
the attitudes of Germans towards 
Nazi policies towards women?
Explain your answer, using the 
sources and your knowledge of 
the historical context (8 marks)

Session 2

Learn and Practice
1 hour

How and why did the Nazis control young 
people?
Hitler Youth, League of German Maidens, 
indoctrinate, lebensraum, anti-Semitism, 

1. Write defintions of: Hitler Youth, League of German Maidens, 
Eugenics, Race Studies, Domestic Sciences, Ordensburgen, 

2. Use the information. On your flashcards write the following 
headings and write 3 statistics under each one.

Nazi Education, Youth movements, Ordensburgen, 
3. What does the graph suggest about the success of Nazi policy 
towards the young?

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Women_Nazi_Germany.htm


Session Content Suggested  Activities Exam practice Date Completed

Session 3

Learn and Practice

1 hour

Did the Nazis perform an economic miracle?
The New Plan, The Four Year Plan, Compulsory 
Labour Service, Autobahns

1. Define an ‘economy’
2. List signs of a successful economy
3. Using the images the economic aims of the Nazis
Using the information:
1. Summarise in 4 sentences the aims, methods and establisher of 

the New Plan
2. Summarise in 4 sentences the aims, methods and establisher of 

the Four Year Plan
3. What are the main differences between each? Draw a table and 

identify the differences

Give 2 things you can infer from 
the source about the impact of 
the Four Year Plan? (4)

Session 4 

Learn and Practice 45 minutes

Were people better off under the Nazis?
autarky, Strength Through Joy, Reich Food 
Estate, German Labour Front, 

1. Make a list of and try to memorise 5 different statistics about 
the impact on Nazis using the information

2. Draw up a table, using the graphs, of the successes and failures 
of the Nazi Economic Policy

3. Read the information about small business owners, farmers, 
workers, and big business owners. Rank them in order of how 
well off you think they were under the nazis

1= very well off  4 = not very well off
1. Write a clinching argument to the question: were people better 

off under the Nazis? Try to include at least 3 of the statistics you 
memorised.

Session 4

Revise and Practice

1. Attempt the multiple choice questions on the Session 4 page, 
next to the graphs

2. Have a go at exam question using the sources

How useful are Sources A and B 
for an enquiry into Nazi economic 
policies between 1933 and 
1939? (8 marks)

Key Question 4: What was it like to live in Nazi Germany, 1933-1939?



Session Content Suggested  Activities Exam practice Date Completed

Session 5

Learn and Practice

1 hour

Why did the Nazis persecute Jews?
Anti-Semitism, economic problems, stab in the 
back myth, scapegoat

1. Write down a definition for the following terms: Aryanism, 
antisemitism, scapegoat, stab in the back

2. Make flashcards with 3 pieces of precise support about the 
following events:

Armistice, Treaty of Versailles, Hyperinflation, Wall Street 
Crash, Nazi 25 point plan, Hitler becomes Chancellor, 
Goebbels’ propaganda  

2. On the back of the card explain in a single sentence how this 
encouraged anti-Semitism in Germany 

3. Rank the cards in order of most important – least important 
reasons for the rise in anti-Semitism in Germany.  Can you make 
any links to strengthen the most influential factor? 

1. Write a ‘clinching argument’ to the question – Why did the Nazis 
persecute the Jews? 

Session 5

Learn and Practice 

45 minutes

How and why did the lives of German Jews 
change 1933-1939?

1. Use the timetable to create your own.
2. Highlight the turning points of the Jewish persecution
3. Why were the Nuremburg Laws so significant in changing the 

lives of Jewish people?

Explain why there were changes 
to the lives of Jewish people in 
Nazi Germany in the years 1933-9. 
You may use the following 
information in your answers:
• The Nuremburg Laws, 1935
• Kristallnacht, 1938
(12 marks)

Session 6 How far was Kristallnacht a turning point in 
the Nazi treatment of the Jews?
Von Rath, Goebbels, consequences, 

1. Watch the clip and make notes about Kristallnacht > 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztyhyrd

2. Read the source and find answers to the following questions:
• Who was Ernst von Rath?
• Why was von Rath killed?
• Were Jews killed on Kristallnacht?
• Why was Kristallnacht planned?
• Which unidentified groups were involved?
• What did the fire brigade do?
• What did ordinary Germans think? 

How far do you agree with 
interpretation 5 about the events 
of Kristallnacht in 1938?
Explain your answer using 
interpretations 5 and 6 and your 
knowledge of the historical 
context (16 marks + 4 SPAG)

Key Question 4: What was it like to live in Nazi Germany, 1933-1939?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztyhyrd


Germany Key Question 1: How effectively did the Nazis control Germany 1933-1945?

Session Content Suggested  Activities Exam practice Date Completed

Session 7

Learn & Practice

1 hour

Why were minority groups targeted by the 
Nazis?

Helpful website: http://spartacus-educational.com/GERweimar.htm
1. Make flashcards with 3 pieces of precise support why the Nazis 

feared each of the following undesirable groups and how they 
dealt with them:

Gypsies, Homosexuals, Mentally and Physically disabled, 
Unemployed, Tramps and alcoholics, Protitues
2. On the back of the card list one success and failure of each 

measure
3. These measures were meant to create the ideal German race, 

Write a sentence next to each of the following explaining how 
well they successfully removed undesirables (think about 
opposition)

Give 2 things you can infer from 
the Source about Nazi attitudes to 
minority groups (4 marks)

http://spartacus-educational.com/GERweimar.htm


Source ASession 1, ‘Women in Nazi Germany’ 



Session 2: ‘Women in Nazi Germany’ 



Session 2: ‘Revision of women in Nazi Germany’

Source A
…one might say that the world of a woman is a 
smaller world. For her world is her husband, her 
family, her children and her house. But where would 
the greater world be with no one to care for the 
small world? Every child that a woman brings into 
the world is a battle waged for the existence of her 
people.
Hitler addressing a Nazi rally in Nuremberg 1934

Source B
I got 30 marks per child from the Hitler government 
and 20 marks from the city. That was a lot of money. 
I sometimes got more ‘child money’ than my 
husband earned…U was proud. When I got the gold 
(Mother’s Cross Medal) there was a big celebration 
in a school, where the mothers were all invited for 
coffee and cake.
Wilhelmine Haferkamp, a mother from the 
industrial city of Oberhausan, describing the 
benefits she received for having many children – she 
eventually gave birth to 10.



Session 3: ‘Young people in Germany’ 
Education
Teachers
All teachers had to swear an oath of loyalty to the Nazis and join the Nazi Teachers’ League. 
It ran political education courses for teachers, and by 1939 over 200,000 teachers had 
attended the courses.
Curriculum
From 1935 all textbooks had to be approved by the Nazis. PE and sport was doubled on the 
timetale and by 1939 took up one sixth of lesson time. Traditional subjects were changed to 
make them vehicles for Nazi ideas. RE was massively reduced. The curriculum was different 
for boys and girls.
Could anyone go to university?
No – women’s entry into university was restricted in 1933 to 10%, Jewish entry to 1.5% (and 
later 0%). By 1939 the number of students going to university had declined by 60%
How did the Nazis control teaching staff?
The teaching profession was purged in 1933 (60% of staff lost their jobs) only Nazi 
sympathisers were allowed to teach. A National Socialist Teacher’s League was set up to vet 
teachers and Lecturers.

Ordernsburgen
Order Castles (Ordensburgen) were at the very pinnacle of 
the education system in Nazi Germany. Order Castles were “the 
highest residential academies for the training of the Nazi elite” 
and they catered for those who at their age would have 
attended university – or were slightly older. Those who attended 
an Order Castle were seen as the future leaders of Nazi 
Germany. It was attended by 11 to 25 year olds who were meant 
to be the next generals, admirals, senior party administrators 
and politicians.
Each Ordensjunker had to fulfil very specific requirements to be 
even considered for a place at the Order Castles. Six years 
education in an Adolf Hitler School followed by two-and-a-half 
years in the State Labour Service followed by four years of full 
time work was the most basic requirement. Entrants were 
usually in their mid-twenties when they started at an Order 
Castle.
In theory, those who were meant to have made it through the 
four years were effectively guaranteed a high place in the Nazi 
Party or a commission in the military. However, the war 
intervened in the plan and many Ordenjunkers were killed 
during the war.

Youth Movements
Boys at 10, joined the Deutsches Jungvolk (German Young 
People) until the age of 13 when they transferred to the 
Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) until the age of 18.
Girls, at the age of 10, joined the Jungmadelbund (League of 
Young Girls) and at the age of 14 transferred to the 
Bund Deutscher Madel (League of German Girls).



Session 4: ‘Economic Miracle’ 



Session 4: ‘Economic Miracle’ 





Session 5: ‘Were people better off?’ 



Source A – Extract from the Strength through Joy 
magazine, 1936
“KdF is now running weekly theatre trips to Munich 
from the countryside. Special theatre trains are 
coming to Munich on weekdays from as far away as 
120 kilometres. So a lot of our comrades who used 
to be in the Outdoor Club, for example, are availing 
themselves of the opportunity of going on trips 
with KdF. There is simply no other choice. Walking 
trips have also become very popular.

Source B – Report from the Social Democratic Party 
in exile (SOPADE) on labour service, 1938
“The young people are deadened by physical 
exertion. They have to get up very early and have 
very little time to themselves. The whole aim of the 
service seems to be to pass on Nazi ideas and 
prepare them for military service. The pay is 
pitiful. Barely enough to buy a beer

Session 5: Revision 



Early years

•1933-1935

•Within days of taking power the Nazis called for a boycott of all Jewish businesses.

•Some attempts to remove Jews from German pubic life.

•However, there was little organised persecution of the Jews.

Nuremburg 
Laws

•September 1935

•Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour – banned marriages between Jews and 
Aryans and forbade them to have sexual relations outside of marriage.

•Reich Citizenship Law – made Jews ‘subjects’ rather than citizens. This meant they lost certain 
rights. 

•Jews were not permitted to employ female citizens of German blood under 45 years of age as 
domestic help.  

Olympic Games 
in Berlin

•1936

•Lull in the anti-Jewish campaign as the Olympic Games were on.

•Anti-Jewish signs were taken down.

•A Jewish person was added to the German team after the USA pressured Germany

Aryanisation

•1937-1938

•Attempts to remove Jews from the economy

•"Aryanisation" meant the dismissal of Jewish workers and managers of a company and/or the 
takeover of Jewish-owned businesses by non-Jewish Germans who bought them at bargain prices 
fixed by government or Nazi party officials.

Kristallnacht

•November 1938

•8000 Jewish homes and shops were attacked and synagogues were burned to the ground. 

•Over 100 Jews were killed and thousands were sent to concentration camps.

•Jewish community required to pay for the damage.

Persecution - Key events Laws passed
1933

• April 7, The Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service removes Jews from government service.

• April 7, The Law on the Admission to the Legal Profession forbids the admission of Jews to the bar.

• April 25, The Law against Overcrowding in Schools and Universities limits the number of Jewish students in 

public schools.

• October 4, The Law on Editors bans Jews from editorial posts.

• 1935

September, The Nuremburg Laws

1936

• January 11, The Executive Order on the Reich Tax Law forbids Jews to serve as tax consultants.

• October 15, The Reich Ministry of Education bans Jewish teachers from public schools.

1938

• April 22, The Decree against the Camouflage of Jewish Firms forbids changing the names of Jewish-owned 

businesses.

• April 26, The Order for the Disclosure of Jewish Assets requires Jews to report all property in excess of 5,000 

Reichsmarks.

• August 17, The Executive Order on the Law on the Alteration of Family and Personal Names requires Jews 

bearing first names of “non-Jewish” origin to adopt an additional name: “Israel” for men and “Sara” for women.

• October 3, The Decree on the Confiscation of Jewish Property regulates the transfer of assets from Jews to 

non-Jews in Germany.

• October 5, The Reich Ministry of the Interior invalidates all German passports held by Jews. Jews must 

surrender their old passports, which will become valid only after the letter “J” has been stamped on them.

• November 12, The Decree on the Exclusion of Jews from German Economic Life closes all Jewish-owned 

businesses.

• November 15, The Reich Ministry of Education expels all Jewish children from public schools.

• November 28, The Reich Ministry of the Interior restricts the freedom of movement of Jews.

1939

• February 21, The Decree concerning the Surrender of Precious Metals and Stones in Jewish Ownership requires 

Jews to turn in gold, silver, diamonds, and other valuables to the state without compensation.

Session 5: ‘Jewish Persecution’
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Interpretation 5
From The Third Reich in Power, by Richard J. Evans 
published in 2006.
The violence [during Kristallnacht] was familiar from the 
behaviour of the brownshirts in 1933. But this time it went 
much further. It was clearly more widespread and more 
destructive. It demonstrated the hatred of the Jews now 
gripped not only the Stormtroopers and [Nazi] party 
activists but was spreading to other parts of the population 
– above all to the young, upon whom five years of Nazism 
in schools and the Hitler Youth had clearly had an effect.

Interpretation 6
From Life in Germany, by Steve Waugh, published in 2009
This led to Kristallnacht, so called because of the 
thousands of Jewish shop windows which were smashed… 
Many Germans watched the events with alarm and 
concern. However, the Nazi-controlled press presented it 
as a reaction of ordinary Germans against Jews. Most 
Germans did not believe this but hardly anyone protested 
for fear of arrest and death.



Session 7, Source A

“60,000 Reichsmarks is what this person suffering from hereditary 
defects costs the People's community during his lifetime. Comrade, 

that is your money too. Read 'New People', the monthly magazine of 
the Bureau for Race Politics of the NSDAP." 

Why was this poster published in Germany in 1938? (7 marks)


