Key Question 3: How effectively did the Nazis control
Germany 1933-1939?
All of the revision sessions here are aimed at helping you to answer this
key question. So, you will look at the events which allowed Hitler to
eliminate his opposition, the establishment of the Police State and
methods of resistance.
We will be making links to Key Question 1, in order to understand why,
by 1933, Hitler had become Chancellor of Germany.
You don’t have to do every activity, perhaps focus on those you feel less
confident with. This is for guidance.

Germany Key Question 3: How effectively did the Nazis control Germany 1933-1945?
Session

Content

Suggested Activities

Exam practice

Session 1:
Learn & Practice

What sort of Germany were the Nazis trying to
build? Hitler’s aims, the role of the Volkgemeinschaft,

1. Lebensraum, Volkgemeinshaft, Aryan - next to each of
these words write down a definition
2. Annotate the propaganda poster with what aspect of Nazi
ideology can you see in “A nation of brothers!”
3. Look at the sources – for each one write a sentence
explaining what it shows about the type of Germany the
Nazis were trying to create

Choose 2 Sources:

1 hour

Session 2:
Revisit Session KQ1-1 and
KQ2-6

How did Germany emerge from the First World
War? How had the Nazi Party developed in the
1920s? What sort of Germany were the Nazis trying
to build?

1. Test yourself: On a flashcard write down 3 effects of the
war the Nazis would have disliked the most
2. Test yourself: On a flashcard write down 3 ways the Nazi
Party changed to become more popular in the 1920s
3. Test yourself: Explain in a paragraph what the Nazis aimed
to achieve in the 1930s

How did Hitler build the One Party state? The
Reichstag Fire, The Enabling Act, the Night of the
Long Knives, Death of Hindeburg, Army Oath of
Allegieance

1. On a flash card write 3 ways in which Hitler’s power was
limited as Chancellor
2. Write a definition of a One Party state
3. Produce a short timeline about the events of the
Reichstag Fire
4. Write a short description of the Enabling Act
5. Watch the clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDuXXHfQYLw and
produce a short timeline about the events of the Night of
Long Knives
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERnight.htm
Will also help with the Night of the Long Knives
6. Produce a flashcard for each of the following events The
Reichstag Fire, The Enabling Act, the Night of the Long Knives,
Death of Hindneburg, Army oath of allegiance. Include 4 facts
for each and a sentence explaining how the event helped
Hitler create a One Party state

Give two things you can infer from
Source A about the Night of the Long
Knives (4 marks)

1. How did Hitler build the One Party state?

1) Go to the factfile about Hitler’s Consolidation and stick
the timeline onto an A3 sheet.
2) Read through :

Explain why Hitler was able to
increase his power between January
1933 and August 1934. You may use

15 minutes
Session 2:
Learn & Practice
1 Hour

Session 3:
Revisit Sessions

Give 2 inferences from each source
about the Nazis aims for Germany (4
marks)

Date Completed
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Session

Content

Suggested Activities

Session 3:

How did the Nazis create a police state?
Who the SS were, their duties, Concentration Camps,
the Gestapo, the Police ad Courts

1. Read through the 4 key areas of the Nazi Police State (SS,
Gestapo, Camps, Police and Courts)
2. Try to condense your reading down so that you have one
flashcard for each area of the Nazi Police state – try to
select 6 key statistics for each area
3. Try to make links between the four areas of the police
state – how do they work together to help the Nazis
control Germany?

How did Hitler build the One Party state? What
role did the SS play in controlling the Nazi State?

1. If the following are answers, what would the questions
be?:
• Himmler
• Death of Hindenburg
• Heydrich
• without trial
• Political snooping
• magistrates, courts and judges
• People’s court
• Dachau
• Reinhard Heydrich
• Web of informers
• Jews, socialists, communists, trade unionists and
churchmen

How did the Gestapo and Gauleiters help Hitler
rule Germany? Who were the Gestapo and
Gauleiters, their duties, role in Nazi rule, system of
control

1. Write down a short explanation about why the SS were
important after the Night of Long Knives
2. Write out a definition for: Fuhrerprincip, Gestapo Law, the
Culture of Denunciation
3. Write a short paragraph explaining how the Gestapo used
terror to control Germany – can you include the keywords
above?
4. Use your contextual knowledge to annotate the two
images

Learn & Practice
1 Hour

Session 4:
Revisit Sessions 2, 3
10 minutes

Session 4:
Learn & Practice
1 Hour

Exam practice

Explain why the police state was a
success in removing opposition to the
Nazi regime. You may use the
following information in your
answers:
• Concentration camps
• The Gestapo
You must also use your own
knowledge (12 marks)

Date Completed

Germany Key Question 3: How effectively did the Nazis control Germany 1933-1945?
Session
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Session 5:

10 minutes

Learn & Practice

Why didn't the Nazis destroy the Churches?
Nazi Church policy, Concordat Agreement, Nazi
churches, Reich Church

45 minutes
Session 5

1. Read the information on Session 8 of the resources
2. Try to condense your reading down so that you have one
flashcard for each reason why the Nazis did not destroy
the Church
3. Were Catholics or Protestants more likely to cooperate?
4. Explain what the concordat agreement was
5. Explain what the Reich Church was
6. Write a short profile on: Bishop Galen, Martin Niemoller
and Paul Schneider, detailing why they opposed the Nazis,
their actions and the Nazis responses to them

Control of the Churches

Revisit
10 minutes

Identify the argument being made in this interpretation. How
far do you agree with it?
Session 6:
Learn & Practice

Exam practice

1. Start a mindmap about the different methods used by the
Nazis to control Germany try to think about how you could
group the different methods e.g. political control, fear,
remove opposition, etc
2. Can you create any links between these different
methods? How did they help each other in maintaining
control?

Revisit Sessions 1-4

Session 5

Suggested Activities

How did the Nazis use the media to control public
opinion in Germany? Types of Nazi propaganda, role
of Goebbels, messages spread, the idea of
'volksgemeinschaft‘, effect

1. Find out and write a short profile about Joseph Goebbels
and the role of the ministry of enlightenment
2. Using the images to help you, describe the different types
of propaganda used by Nazi Germany.

How useful is Source B and
Source C for an enquiry into how
the Nazis controlled the
Churches? ( 8 marks)

Date Completed
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Session 6:

Suggested Activities

Exam practice

1. Look at the different types of propaganda – identify them
and then imagine that you have 10 ‘effectiveness’ points in
total. Distribute those points to the different types of
propaganda according to how effective you think they were.
e.g.,

Revisit Session 5
15 minutes

Film: 1 (least effective)
Newspapers: 2 (twice as effective as film)
Radio: 4 (twice as effective as newspapers)
Posters: 3 (3x as effective as film)
2. Then write a clinching argument about which methods of
propaganda was more effective and explain why
Session 6:
Learn & Practice

Culture, Arts and Special Events
Berlin Olympics, The 'Fuhrer principle‘, the 'Hitler
myth‘, Hitler’s speaking abilities, Nuremburg rallies

Using the slide of information, explain how each aspect of
culture reinforces the Nazi ideals
Include the following terms:
Aryan, volksgemeinschaft, strong, Anti-Semitic, traditional

45 minutes
Session 7

1. Write down all the points that you can remember from the
Nazi 25 point plan
2. Write a short paragraph explaining what type of Germany
the Nazi’s wanted to build
3. How would the Catholic and Protestant church feel about
this?

Revisit KQ2 session 2, KQ3
session 1
15 minutes
Session 8
Learn and Practice

1 Hour

How much opposition was there to the Nazi
Regime?
Private grumbling, open resistance, underground
resistance, attempted coups, passive resistance

1. Write down a definition of the different types of
opposition: Private grumbling, open resistance,
underground resistance, attempted coups, passive
resistance
2. Look at the different examples of opposition on the sheet
and for each one identify what type of opposition it shows
3. Look at the 8 reasons for limited opposition in the 1930s.
Make links between them to show how one influences
another. Rank them to show most important to least

Study interpretation 1 and 2, they give
2 views on how Hitler maintained
support in Germany. What is the main
difference between these views? (4)

Date Completed
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Session 9

Learn & Practice

Session 10
Revisit Session 1-9
15 minutes

Exam practice

1. From memory can you make one list of examples to support the
idea that opposition was a threat to the Nazis regime and a
second to show how opposition was limited – check this against
the examples from the worksheet

Revisit Session 8

Session 9

Suggested Activities

How serious was the opposition posed by the
youth groups and the Church?
The White rose movement, the Swing Youth,
the Edelweiss Pirates, reasons for opposition,
punishments

1. Using the clip and the card sort, make a list of the successes and
failures of the youth opposition groups
2. Write a clinching argument explaining how the youth opposition
was more of a threat than other forms of opposition
3. Try answering the exam question

1. Make flashcards with 3 pieces of precise support about the each
of the ways the Nazis controlled Germany:
Volkgemeinschaft, The Reichstag Fire, The Enabling Act, the Night of
the Long Knives, The SS, The Gestapo, The police and courts,
propaganda, Hitler myth
2. On the back of the card list one positive effect and negative
effect of each method
3. Listen to the Podcast – check your flashcards – then can you
answer the question at the end of the Podcast

Give 2 things you can infer from
Source A about youth opposition.
(4 marks)

Date Completed
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Session
Content
Suggested Activities
Session 12:

How did Hitler consolidate control over
Germany 1933-4?

Use the interpretations to answer the 3 interpretation questions
that will appear on the paper.

Session 10

Remember:
How do they differ
Why do they give different views
How far do you agree with Interpretation… – use both
interpretations AND your own knowledge

Revisit and Practice
1 Hour

Exam practice
(b) Study Interpretations 1 and
2. They give different views about
the importance of the police state
in helping the Nazis control
Germany.
What is the main difference
between these views.
Explain your answer, using details
from both interpretations. (4)
(c) Suggest one reason why
Interpretations 1 and 2 give
different views about the
importance of the police state in
helping the Nazis control
Germany. (4)

(d) How far do you agree with
Interpretation 2 about the
importance of the police state in
helping the Nazis
control Germany.
Explain your answer, using both
interpretations and your
knowledge of the historical
context (16+4 SPAG)

Date Completed

Resources

Session 1: ‘The Nazis ideal Germany’

Session 1: ‘The Nazis ideal Germany’

A film poster for “The eternal
Jew”

“Long live Germany”

“One People, One Reich, One
Führer.”

“Help Hitler rebuild”

“Support the assistance program
for mothers and children.”

“The seeds of peace, not dragon’s
teeth”

“All Germany hears the Führer
on the People’s Receiver.”

A poster encouraging Germans
to buy a Volkswagen car

Source A

Session 2: ‘One Party State’

Hitler: Consolidation
Session 3: One Party State

Reichstag Fire:
who, what, when,
where, why?

March Elections:
Make a note of the
results
Enabling Act:
How did the Nazis
get it passed?

Night of the Long
Knives:
Why did it happen?
5 reasons

Reichstag Fire:
Why do some
historians suspect
the Nazis were
involved?
Enabling Act:
Why was it so
important to the
Nazis?

Enabling Act:
How did Hitler and
the Nazis use it to
their advantage?
Night of the Long
Knives:
Why was it so
important to Hitler?

Session 4: ‘The Gestapo’

The contents of both of
these images would
have been very
frightening to people
living in Nazi Germany.
Can you think why?

Which one would have
been the most
frightening?

Session 5: ‘Why didn’t the Nazis destroy the Churches

’

Source B
Cardinal Galen was a Catholic who publicly attacked the Nazi policies
as early as 1934. In 1941 he revealed that the Nazis were secretly
killing mentally and physically handicapped people. Galen led a
campaign which made Hitler call a halt to this euthanasia programme.
The Nazi Party did not want to make Galen into a martyr so they took
no action against him, but three Catholic priests were executed from
distributing copies of Galen’s sermons to soldiers.

Session 5

Paul Schneider was a pastor in a small town. He criticised the Nazis,
especially Josef Goebbels. In 1934 he was arrested and warned not to
make speeches hostile to the Nazis. He ignored this warning. Finally in
1937 he was sent to Buchenwald concentration camp. He smuggled
out letters warning that the Church must not compromise with the
Nazis. He refused to take off his cap when the Nazi swastika flag was
hoisted so he was stretched on a rack and whipped. He was tortured,
but still refused to sign a promise not to preach. He prayed aloud for
the other prisoners. He was kept in the camp for 2 years. On July 18,
1939, Schneider was murdered with a lethal injection in the camp infirmary.
Camp officials notified Margarete Schneider of her husband’s death and she
made the long journey from Dickenschied to retrieve his body in a sealed coffin.
Despite Gestapo surveillance, hundreds of people and around two hundred
fellow pastors attended Pastor Schneider’s funeral

Martin Niemoller was a First World War hero who had won
Germany’s highest decoration for bravery. During the 1930s he
became the Nazis’ most prominent critic among Church leaders. He
disliked the ‘German Christians’ and the Nazis. With other Protestant
ministers he formed an alternative ‘Coffessional Church’. Niemoller
was put in a concentration camp in 1938 and although Hitler ordered
his death shortly before the end of the war, he survived.

Extracts from a speech by Hitler in the Reichstag
on the Enabling Law, March 1933
Christianity is the unshakeable foundation of the
moral and ethical life of our people. The National
Government’s concern will be for the cooperation
of the Church with the State. It expects, however,
that (this) will meet with similar appreciation from
their side.
Source C
In 1933 Hitler told a colleague:
Neither Catholic nor Protestant has any future left. At
least not for the Germans… Nothing will stop me
stamping out Christianity in Germany… One is either a
Christian or a German. You can’t be both… Do you
really believe the masses will ever be Christian again?
Nonsense. Never again. But we can hasten matters.
The clergy will be made to dig their own graves.

The Nuremburg rallies

Session 6: ‘Nuremburg Rallies’

Goebbels organised huge rallies, marches, torchlit processions and meetings.
Probably the best example was the Nuremburg rally which took place in the
summer each year. There were bands, marches, flying displays and Hitler’s
brilliant speeches. The rallies brought some colour and excitement into
people’s lives. They gave them a sense of belonging to a great movement.
The rallies also showed the German people the power of the state and
convinced them that every other German fully supported the Nazis. Goebbels
also recognised that one of the Nazis’ main attractions was that they created
order out of chaos and so the whole rally was organised to emphasise order.

Look at the sources below and explain
how the rally:
a) makes it clear who the leader is
b) give people a sense of belonging
c) provide colour and excitement
d) show the power of the state
e) show the Nazis’ ability to create order
out of chaos

Session 6: ‘Propaganda’

Session 6: ‘Special Events’

Interpretation 1
I had never seen such an elaborate
show…How much the Olympic cost one can
hardly image, though I would guess 75
million marks. The propaganda may have
pleased the Germans. It had a bad
influence on foreigners”
US Ambassador to Germany described the
closing ceremony, 6th August 1936
Interpretation 2
German sport has only one task: to
strengthen the character of the
German people, imbuing it with the
fighting spirit and comradeship
needed in the struggle for existence.
A statement by Joseph Goebbels in
April 1933.

Session 8: ‘How much opposition’

Ludwig Schroer, the owner of a confectionary
shop, told jokes about Hitler. Here is an example
of a popular anti-Nazi joke:
“It is early 1933. One Stormtrooper whispers to
another, ‘Have you heard the latest? The
Reichstag is on fire!’ The other Stormtrooper
hisses ‘Shhh! Not before tomorrow!’ ”

Philip Gibbs, a journalist, was visiting Berlin in
1934. He describes his experience in a café.
“The café owner announced that Hitler was
about to speak over the microphone. The
loudspeaker was turned on. Next to me was a
group of German businessmen who carried on
talking. At another table was a woman writing a
letter who carried on writing. No one in this
crowded café listened to Adolf Hitler.”

An organisation in Northeim did not want to
have to hand over any money to the Nazis. They
held a drinking party just before they were
supposed to hand all their money over to the
Nazis. They spent all their money on alcohol so
the Nazis couldn’t take anything.

Pastor Henrich Grueber formed a secret
organisation to protect Jews in 1936. He helped
many to emigrate (leave the country) by
providing fake passports and visas.

Bert Engleman overheard a working man in a
conversation with a loyal Nazi woman on a train.
The working man said to the Nazi woman: “At
the beginning of 1933 there were over 6 million
unemployed, and now there’s only 2 million, it’s
true. But it’s also true that at the beginning of
1933 I was still earning good money in my own
trade, and now we work ourselves to the bone
and wages keeps going down. The whole thing
stinks, and somebody’s got to say it!”

Gestapo records show that they seized
1,643,000 anti-Nazi leaflets in 1936.

Catholic Cardinal Galen attacked Nazi policies
publicly. In 1941 he revealed that the Nazis were
secretly killing mentally and physically
handicapped people. Galen led a campaign
which made Hitler call a halt to this euthanasia
programme.

Frau Emmerich was a talented sports coach. Her
daughter remembers a visitor they had in 1942:
“There was a knock on the door. A man with a
Nazi pin on his lapel came in. He said he had
heard of my mother’s achievements and was
surprised she was not a member of the Party. He
asked if she wanted to join, and she said very
firmly ‘No’. He said she would not be able to
keep her job if she didn’t join, and she said
coaching had nothing to do with politics.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a theologian, writer and
poet who was part of an organisation which
helped Jews to escape from Nazi Germany to
Switzerland. In July 1944 he was involved in a
plot to kill Hitler, which failed.

Session 8: ‘How much opposition’

Session 9: ‘ Youth opposition’

Edelweiss Pirates
grew spontaneously.

Different opposition
groups linked
together and probably
knew each other.

In December 1942 the
Gestapo broke up 28
groups containing 739
adolescents

When Sophie Scholl
was tried, she said:
“Someone had to
make a start.”

Swing Youth believed
to be important in
spreading Allied
propaganda.

Edelweiss pirates
known as ‘rebels
without cause’.

The different groups
never formed one
major force and were
often small.

Edelweiss pirates
wore outfits which
made them easily
identifiable.

After the executions
of the White Rose
leaders, some
students celebrated
their deaths.

Swing Youth not really Edelweiss Pirates had
involved in political
no distinctive political
activity.
ideology.

November 1944:
Edelweiss Pirate
leaders hanged as a
deterrent.

Edelweiss Pirates had
no distinctive political
ideology.

Local police saw
Edelweiss Pirates and
Swing Youth as
childish pranksters
until WW2.

Edelweiss Pirates had
no distinctive political
ideology.

Swing Youth
understood English
and were susceptible
to Allied propaganda.

Session 9: ‘ Youth opposition

Source A

’
Session 12: Revision

Interpretation 1: Robert Gellately, Backing Hitler (2001)
“There were at most only 3,000 prisoners in the camps by the end of 1934 and that was the lowest point they ever reached in the
Third Reich. The decline was accelerated by a Hitler amnesty of 7 August 1934. Shortly thereafter there were less than 500 prisoners
in all Prussian camps and by the end of the year only around 1,600 in Bavaria. It made perfect sense to close the camps, because by
1934–35 the country was positively inclined towards Hitler’s dictatorship. Organized opposition was silent or as good as dead. The
surprise was, that for all Hitler’s popularity and the social consensus that supported the new regime, the camps did not disappear.”
Interpretation 2: Richard Evans, The Third Reich in Power (2005)
“The Gestapo was only one part of a much wider net of surveillance, terror and persecution cast by the Nazi regime over German
society in the 1930s; others included the SA and SS, the Criminal Police, the prison service, the social services and employment
offices, the medical profession, health centres and hospitals, the Hitler Youth, the Block Wardens and even apparently politically
neutral organisations like tax offices, the railway and the post office. All of these furnished information about deviants and
dissidents to the Gestapo, the courts and the prosecution service, forming a pervasive system of control in which the Gestapo was
merely one institution among many. Everything that happened in the Third Reich took place in this pervasive atmosphere of fear
and terror, which never slackened and indeed became far more intense towards the end.”

