Key Question 2: Why was Hitler able to dominate
Germany by 19337

All of the revision sessions here are aimed at helping you to answer this
key question. So, you will look at early Nazi party ideology and then you
will look at how the Nazi Party changed and why it grew in support by
the early 1930s.

We will be making links to Key Question 1, in order to understand why,
by 1933, Hitler had become Chancellor of Germany.
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Germany Key Question 2: Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 19337

Session 1:
Learn and Practice

30 minutes

Sessiorg:
Learn & Practice

1 hour

Session 3:
Learn & Practice

1 Hour

Weimar Germany and the Nazi State 1) Weimarat its Height Summarise Weimar Germany in
1929 using the following heading€EEconomy, Relations
with other countries, Political stability, rights and
freedoms of German people, Prosperity of German
people

2) The Nazi State:Summarise Germany in 1933 using the
following headings: Economy, Relations with other
countries, Political stability, rights and freedoms of
German people, Prosperity of German people

3) What has changed? Make a note of the key differences

This Key Question explains hatiose differences came

about and how Hitler used them to get to power

What did the Nazis stand for in the early 1920s? 1) 2 KSNB ¢ SNB | RArdbuSdNABZuestidnd A & I2 things you can infdrom
Hp LIRAYGd LINRPIANI YYSI | AGt SwlRdefinfidnddiNationd®rh, Shcialisin,T A Source A about Nazi Party ideology i
ideology Authoritarianism, Militarism and Antemitism. the 1920s. (4 marks)
Explain how they link to Hitler and the Nazis
1) What was the 25 point programme®n a flashcard, try
and recall 2 points from the programme which are linked
each of the followingNationalism, Socialism, Anti
Semitism, MilitarismAuthorianism
2) Why were the Nazis both nationalist and socialist in
their early years
3) How did Hitler become the leader of the Nazi Party?
Think about his role as propaganda Minister and the
tFNIedQa YAy aLlSk 1 SNw

How far was the Munich Putsch a failure? 1) Stab in theBack, Treaty of Versailles, Occupation of the Explain why the MunichPutsch was a
Why did Hitler attempt a putsch, what happened, Ruhr, HyperinflatiorRentenmarkArmy, the SAnextto  failed for the Nazis.
reasons for success/failure each of these key words/termgrite a sentenceo You may use:

explain how they influenced the Munich Putsch. A The German Army

2) Look baclat your 8 picture storyboard from Key Q 1. A Bavarian leaders

3) W{ KBS\NI FI Af dzNB I ¢viriee ¢ dinchiirg N oudndeDals8 dsé iformation of
argument to the Key questio®l 2 6 T NJ g a yduK@vn @aAmaks) K
t dzii & OK ,lusing thid ifledzZ$IaDr judgement.
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Session 3:
Revisit Sessions-2

15 minutes

Session 4:
Learn & Practice

1 Hour

Session 4:

RevisitSession: 4 and Key
Question 1

10 minutes

Session 5:
Learn& Practice

1 Hour

Session 5:
RevisitSession 5

EarlyNazi Party & Munich Putsch

How did the Nazis change tactics after the
adzy A OK t dzi a OK RdzNR y 3

Why did the Nazihave little success between

1924 and 1929?

How did the Wall Street Crash affect ordinary
people of Germany?

Session 5: The economic effecibthe Wall
Street Crash

1. What factors were in place, 191823, thatmight point towards
Hitler becoming the dictator he did?

Make a list of factors and draw links between them.

2. Make anneumonicabout the reasons why Hitler carried out the
Munich Putsch using the name of the event:

MUNICH PUTSCH

1. Recapthe reasons why the Munich Putsch had failed

TR abWli HOW afl ofdh8 flolENg Would help the Nazis: M&mpf
appointment of Goebbels as propaganda ministauleitersystem,
Nuremberg rallies, Hitler Youth, speaker schools, flexible policies for
wide appeal and power through democracy.

Use this website to help you:
http://www.johndclare.net/Weimar6.htm

2. Try and arrange their new tactics into amemonic

1. You need to go back the Weimar Golden Years.ist each of the
bl T A&Q sushés dedt@ lcammunisgand explain,
using features of the Weimar recovery, why such ideas were
unappealing. Try and link them to positives of the Golden Age, ¢
as joining the League of Nations and the Dawes Plan. Make sure
you have something under each heading: Economic, Social and
Political
2. 550ARS 6KIG @2dz GKAY] o6Fa GKS YIFIAYy NBlFaz2y K& RSaLRI
work, the Nazis were still relatively weak in 1928.

1. You need taollate statsfor this question. So, find stats for the How useful are Sources B and C

following and the effects of the Wall Street Crash: for an enquiry into reasonsor
A Banks growth in Nazi support 1929
A Businesses 1932. (8 marks)
A Jobs
A The Young
A Farmers

2. Now think about the Nazis and their promises. How might they now
start to appeal to ordinary peoplddnktheir ideas to the effects in
each area.

1. Find out whathe following stats relate to in terms of the economic
effects of the WSC:


http://www.johndclare.net/Weimar6.htm
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Session 6:

Learn & Practice

1 Hour

Session 6:

Revisit Sessionsh

15 minutes

Session 7:

Learn & Practice

45 minutes

Session 8:

Learn and Practice

40 minutes

| 26 RAR
opponents
CommunismBolshevism, Propaganda, KPD,
Socialist, workers

Why didsupport for the Nazi Party grow in the
years 19291932

Sessions b

What was special about the Nazis campaigning
192919327

Why did German people become disillusioned
with the Weimar Government 19299327

G KS 5SLINBaa&A 2y 1 hookdaréilly atitie @vehtd of the@ably Bolshevik Péniod

Give 2 things you can infer from
RUSSIA. Use this to work out who would a) support the Commu Source D about why the

in Germany and b) fear the Communists in Germany. Use a piece @dmmunists grew in popularity (4
evidence to support your ideas marks).

2. Think back to the Spartacist uprising. Why would this be a

worrying event for German Nationalists?

3. Look at your notes on the effects of the economic depression on

German people. Which of those people might turn to the

Communists for a solution to their problems?
nd 2K& RAR GKS bllAa 0KS

IrAYy FTNRY /| 2YYdzyAalQa

Starta mind map of the different factors influencing support for theExplainwhy the Nazis became
Nazi party. You should be able to add detail to: increasingly popular between 1929
Fear of Communism, Treaty of Versailles and Economic and 1932 (12 marks)
Depression. You may use the following:
Make sure you link them all to Hitler gaining popularity and try to A Fear of communism
make links between them too. A Treaty of Versailles

You must also use information of

Use the resource to help you. your own.

1. Test yourselfStart by recapping the new tactics adopted by tt W{ § dzR &
Nazis after the Munich Putschpiéssible, explain them to Interpretation 2. They give
someone at home. different viewsabout the reasons

2. Add two points of explanation to each of the following: Hitler ~for the appeal of the Nazi Party to

the Superman, Propaganda, Technology, Promises and the German people, 1929933.

Flexibility, the role of Josef Goebbels What is the main difference

Watch:http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zd66n39 between these views? (4)

THINK and make a note: Why would they have wider appeal

than the Communists?

hw

1. Recap: Dawes Pla@rarranged by the Weimar government,
what was the Dawes Plan and how digi2 N&E Sy DSNX I y & Q&
economic depression?
2. Test yourself: Write down the weaknesses of the Weimar
Constitution. Get someone to test you if you can.
3. Using the resourceNow add evidence of these weaknesses
becoming more apparent during the Economic Depression

INE 6 Ay
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zd66n39
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Session Content Suggested Activities Exam practice Date Completed

Session 8: Why didsupport for the Nazi Party grow in the  Add to the mind map of the different factors influencing support
years 19291932 for the Nazi party. You should be able to add detail to Nazi
Revisitsessions 7 & 8 Campaign tactics and Weakness of the Weimar government and
Sessions 7&8 the role of Josef Goebbels
Session 9: How did politicalintrigue lead to Hitler becoming 1. Three key characterslindenburg, Von Papen and Von Study Source E and Source F. How
Chancellor Schleiche ! £t 2F GKSaS YSy L | & Sigefullare SdirteSE ang'F forani £ SN &
Learn and Practice appointment as Chancellor. Read the events carefully and addenquiry into the strength of
notes underneath each man. democracy in Germany by 1933?
30 minutes 2. Produce a picture storyboard2 ¥ (G KS S @Sy (i a (ERdaR foyranswe? using sourcBsNI a
appointment. E and F and your knowledge of the

3. W2 SQff LlzZAK KAY a2 7T lchdplainttis? histériBal cOeky83nbitksK S Qf £ & lj dzS |
Von Papen quote in the context of Hitler being made Chancellor
4. Finish the mind map

Session 9 Why did Hitler become Chancellor in 1933? The yrajority of Gerpicarns rever voted for
the Nerzis,
Revisitsessions 2 1he Nazis mede it clear they would

clestran: elemocracy' aried all twho stood i
their reeey. Why ther cicdre T therir erzerrzies
Join togethei (o stof Hitler? . . . Head the
C0r12322032158s cirted Sociclists joiried jorces
they wowld prrobably bave beenr strong
ereaiezlh Hoth i the Reichsiag ared ore the
streels to hearve blocked the Neazis. the fact
teces thet! by 1932—3 there were Sinply 1ol
eri022h Gormiaarts tebo belicved in
democracy ereed Bredividlual freedon: (o save
the \Werirecti Kepralilic.

S Williams, in The Rise and Fall of Hitler’s

Germany, published in 1886, assesses the
reasons for Hitier's success.

Use your knowledge from all sessions to explain the above
interpretation.
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Sessior?

Source A

www.alamy.com - D8837A

Nazi Campaign Poster, 192

4

Sessiorb

Source B
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published in 1932

Source C

From an interview with a
member of the Nazi Party
For five years | remained
unemployed and | was
broken both in body and
spirit and | learned how
stupid all my dreams were
in those hard days at
university. | was not

g yGSR 0é& DS
| was introduced to Hitler.
. 2dz 62y Q0 dzy
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happened, but life took a
tremendous new
significance. | committed
myself, body, soul and spir

to the movement.
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FACTFILE

Bolshevik decrees, 1917

8 November

* Land belonging fo Tsar, Church and
nobles handed over to peasants.

* Russig asked for peace with Germany.

12 November

* Working day limited to 8 hours;
48-hour week; rules made about
overtime and holidays.

14 November
* Workers to be insured against iliness
or accident.

1 December
* Al nonBolshevik newspapers banned.

11 December

* The opposition Constitutional
Democratic Party (Cadets) banned,
its leaders arrested.

20 December

* Cheka (secret police) set up to deal
with ‘spies and counter-
revolutionaries’.

27 December

% Factories put under control of workers'
committees.

* Banks put under Bolshevik government
control.

31 December

* Marriages could take place without a
priest if desired.

* Divorce mace easier.

Sessiorb

W¢ KS 2f aKS Q)
(Communists) took over the
economy. They allowed
some small businesses to
stay in private hands but
workers took control of
factories and mines. All
banks and larger factories
were taken under the
control of the state. Al
landowners lost their
estates, which were given tg
the peasants (land workers)
All private ownership was
abolished. A secret police
force called the Cheka was
set up and thousands of the
middle and upper classes
were exiled (driven out of
wdzaaAl 0
OCR Modern World History
textbook on the Bolshevik
Revolution.

2NJ SE

Source D

AMALSOV

The figures represent an industrialist, a Nazi
and a social democrat.
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Treaty of Versailles

Economic depression of the
early 1930s

Political intrigue

Weaknesses of the Weimar
Government

Why did Hitler become Chancellor in
January 1933?

Fear of Communism

Hitler himself

Nazi campaign tactics

Clinching argument?




Organisation

They were very well organised. Manyv Nazis had been
soldiers in the First World War. They broughl to party
work the same obedience, orgamisabion and teamwork
skills which they had needed in the trenches, The
local workers were well trained and motivated. Thes

had sKilled leaders atl almost esvery levell

Propagzanda

Mheir national leaders were
and they carelully trained their local groups in
propaganda skilis. They used every trick in the book
o get theirr messagze home. They knew that their
was very popular and their

masters of propaganda,

anbi-tommmunist sltance
propaganda further whipped ap fear and hatred of
the Communists. They stirred up violence at

clection meectings so that the SA could erush it and
bhe seen ‘dealing with the Communist threat’, Hitler
pointed to the
the izht

Nazis' ten-vear track record in leading
aramst Communismn.

Support of the industrialists
One of thenr aims - which
was to carn the support ol the powerful industrialists,
Traditionally they had voted for the Conservative
Parly, which lost much of ils support alter 19500 In
1951 Hitler made a deal with the other main righn
wing party, the Nationalists, by which the two parties

was partly successful -

agreed o co-operate. The Naz Party also received

some nancial backing from big business

Use of technology
Fhe Nazis could now redouble their propaganda.
for the first time. In the 19352

presidential election, while Hindenburg gave just

Radio was used
one election specch, Goebbels chartered planes to
iy Hitler all over Germany in order to speak to four
Radio
ol ¢lechon posters, ralhes, parades and
NOzZI message into evers
in Goermany

or live massive ralhies per day iroadocasts,
millions
marches carrvied the toswn

and home

Promises Lo volers
And every sector of German society seemed 1o hear

somethimg it wanted to hear

Flexibility
In acl, one reason for the Nazis”™ success was thal
they were flexible. IFthey found an idea was I
them support they would change it
speech a leading Nazi spoke powerfully tor the
nationalisation ol industry (which had alwavs been
onc of the Nazis™ beliefs). When they found oul

how alarmed the industrialists were they quickiy
dropped the idea. In their campaigns il was never
mentioned again, In their all-out push for electoral
success they realised thal it doesn’t reallys matter
what vou promise as long as people trast vou, 1 all
cise failed the Nazis simply went for vazue
promuses: they would "make Germany great again'
In the end, despite the extreme beliels expressod in
the Nazis™ 25 Points — ol which they made no

sing

In one election

socrel
(see page 34) - Germans were aclually very unsure
as to what the Nazis really stood for

Hitler the superman

Only one thing really stayed consistent throughont
this barrage of electioneering: the unblinking focus
on Hhitler, the strong leader whom Germany
needed and wanted, Posters and rallies built him
up into a supermarn. His physical appearance was
adapted (on posters at least), Hitler himself
developed his specch-making sKills still faetherr He
wore spectactes to read but refused to be seen
wearing them in public and so his speeches were
tyvped in large 12mam high print It no longer
secmed to matter what he said, just Lo he said it
Hitler was the Nazis' trump card., The campaigns
locused around his personality and his sKills, The
opposition had no one o match him.

Weaknesses of opposition
Other parties were vers wealo and they consistently
underestimated the Nazis. The Social Democrats
feared they would attempt a pulschy bul they
thought that the
that ordinary Germans would see thro

Nazis' electioneering was so absurd
1=zh it
ey swere not

And
their own support was constant so
hange. They quarrelled amongz themscelves

rather than aniting to face the \Nazis" challenge,

cazer o«

Interpretation 1 Sessiory

FromThe Coming of the Third Reichy
Richard J. Evans, published in 2004.
XbFT A LINRLI 3l YRI X3\
specific groups of the

St SOG2N}Y GSX¢KSXt N
growing divisions of German society int
competing interest groups in the course |of
the Depression and tailored their message
to their particular constituency. The Naz|s
I RIFLJOSRXI ¢gK2tS NIy
leaflets designed to win over different
parts of the electorate.

Workers were promised jobs (Hitler could point
how the Nazis' SA had taken in the unemploved and
fed and housed them ). Employers were promised
ils; farmers higher
protection agzainst competition, There

restaored pro Prieess \'Il-.l'\l‘("l(‘f'\
Wils

something for evervbhods

Nazl Strengths

Interpretation 2

FromAdolf Hitler, by JohnToland
published in 1976

In 1930, he was offering something new
to Germang; unity. He welcomed all.
There was no class distinction: the only
demand was to follow him in his fight
against Jews and Reds, in his struggle fc
Lebensraum and the glory and good of
Germany.
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Extracts from two text books

Disillusionment with democracy ' ,

Perhaps the biggest negative factor was a shared dislike of democracy in Weimar Cermany.
Politicians scemexd unable w tackle the problems of the Depression. When the Depression began
tor bite in 1930 the Chancellor, Heinrich Briining, purstied 4 tough economic poliey. He cut
governiment spending and welfare benelits; He urged Genmans to make sacrifices, Some
historians think that he was deliberately making the situation worse in order to get the
international community o cancel reparations payments. Other historians think that he was
afraid of hyperinflation rl-curring as in 1923, Tn protest, the SPD éstill the main pany in the
Reichstag) pulled out of the government. To get his roeasures passed, Briining relied on
President Hindenburg to use his posers under Article 48 {see Factlile, page 139) to bypass the
Reichslag,

Briining and Hindenburg decided to call new elections in 1930, This was a disastrous ‘
decision, as it gave the Nazis the opportunity to exploit the fear and discontent in Gcmmr:y and
make the gains you have seen in Source 37. The new elections resulted in another divided
Reichstag, and the problems continued into 1931 and 1932. The impression was that democracy
invelved politicians squabbling over which job they would get in the Cabinet. Meanwhile, they
did nothing about the real world, where unemployment was heading towards 6 milE.ion and the
average German's income had fallen by 40 per cent since 1924, The Reichstag met fewer and
fewer times (for only five days in 1932). Briining had to continue to rely on Hindenburg's using
his emergency powers, bypassing the demogratic process altogether

I. Unpopular economic policies

For half a century or more Germans had judged
their country by its economic success. So if the
economy was failing then the country must be going
down the drain! The Weimar government seemed 1o
have no idea what to do about the problems of rising
unemployment and growing poverty.

The government did of course try to get Germany
out of depression, but with little success. ‘To be fair,
no other country affected by the Depression did
much better, but the Weimar government faced
particular problems. For example, one way out ol
depression is 1o print money and increase
government expenditure - but all Weimar leaders
were aware thal these were the policies which had
led 1o disastrous inflation in 1923, What if the same
happened again? The government was more scared
of what would happen if there was another period of
inflation than it was of unemployment. So instead
the Chancellor raised taxes, cut wages and reduced
unemployment benefit = hardly the policies to win
support from the German people.

2. Presidential rule
These policies also caused the collapse of the
governmenlt because the Social Democrats withdrew
from the coalition. In order for his government to
survive the Chancellor fell
back on Article 48 of the
Weimar Constitution (see
page 21) which gave the
President special powers in
an emergency. Germany was
now ruled by presidential
decree. But who was Lhe
President? An 84-vear-old
war hero, apparently
controlled by business and
army leaders, and who
seemed 1o be well past his
prime.

5. The rise of extremism

To many Germans it seemed that the Weimar
government was making a hopeless mess of
handling the situation, Some people who had never
bothered to vote in elections before - hecause they
were not interested in polities - now became more
involved. Politics did matter. Something had 1o be
done!

From right and left they could hear the claims of
extremist parties who said they could-solve all these
problems. The Communists said that the Depression
showed that the capitalist svstem was doomed and
that only communism had the answer. The Nazis
blamed the Weimar Republic, the Treaty of
Versailles, the Marxists and the Jews and promised
1o get rid of ‘the enemy within® who was destroving
Germany.

\s extremism increased, so too did political
violence, Nazi and Communist supporters fought
regular battles. Five hundred were killed or
seriously wounded in a seven-week frenzy of
political fighting during the elections of 1932, Town
halls were bombed by farmers.




Reichstag elections: July 1952

In the July 1932 elections the Nazis won 37.3 per
cent of the vote (230 seals) - their best result ever.
They were now by far the largest party. Hitler
demanded to be appointed Chancellor.

Hindenburg despised Hitler, but he could see the
value of trying to use the Nazis for his own ends,
Hindenburg appointed Franz von Papen as his
Chancellor. Von Papen had no support in the
Reichstag but he hoped he could create a right-wing
coalition government with the support of the Nazis
and other right-wing parties in the Reichstag.

Hitler refused to co-operate, so Hindenburg called
another election. =

Reichstag elections: November 1932
This was a bad election for the Nazis. Apathy was
settling in.

In Northeim the Nazis were in financial trouble
and made a pul)li(‘ appeal for party funds. In an
attempt to regain support, the SA and leading Nazis
went to church en masse and got a Protestant
minister lo speak for them. They placed advertisements
in the local newspapers and mobilised all sections ol
the party to distribute leaflels and tickets to meetings.
All this activity was in vain, however - the Nazis lost
267 votes in the town.

In Germany as a whole, the thuggery and
intimidation by the SA had begun to lose the Nazis
support. Their vote fell to 33.1 per cent. They lost 34

seats. They were still the largest party but there was
a real sense of gloom among the Nazis. Afler years ol
continuous campaigning they were running short of
money. Goebbels wrole in his diary: ‘the future
looks dark and gloomy; all chances and hopes have
quite disappeared.

In fact, success was just around the corner.
Hitler’s help came from a surprising source. General %mﬁm Rﬂlﬂlﬁﬂ" ﬂ\lﬂftfggﬂe
von Schleicher stopped supporting von Papen and
decided he himsell should become Chancellor. This
triggered off a power struggle between von
Schleicher and von Papen, which ended with them
handing power to Hitler. This is how it happened:

1952
3 December: Hindenburg (reluctantly) appoints von
Schleicher Chancellor.

What role did each of these méh play?

1935
4 January:  Von Papen can see that von Schleicher
is having difficulty keeping a i A
Reichstag majority. He sees his chance former amy ieader. Hated ¥
him 'the little Bohemian corpora! His main Franz von Papen Former army leader. The main adviser to
to win back power, He pr ivale |_\ advisars were rich, conservative industrialists  Rich Catholic nobleman, A favourite of | Hindenburg. Supported von Papen to start
agrees 1o work with Hitler, Hitler wil] 2 #meades Hindenburg. Distrusted Hitlee with. Distrusted Hitler
be Chancellor. Von Papen will be in
the Cabinel.
22 January: Von Papen asks Hindenburg to make
Hitler Chancellor. Hindenburg refuses.
28 January: Von Schieicher finally has to admit
defeat in raising support in the
Reichstag. e has Lo resign.
50 January:  Hindenburg wants von Papen back but
is advised that reappointing such an
unpopular Chancellor might trigger a
movement against Hindenburg himself.
Von Papen persuades Hindenburg
that as long as the number of Nazis in
the Cabinel is limited, then even with
Hitler as Chancellor the most extreme
Nazi policies could be resisted. He
also warns that the alternative is a
Nazi revolt and civil war,
Hindenburg appoints Hitler as
Chancellor and von Papen as Viee:
Chancellor,
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Storyboard

Source E

FromBerlin Storiesby Christopher Isherwood, published in 1934. Isherwood was a
British journalist living in Berlin at the time Hitler came to power in Germany.

Each week there were new emergency decreedltzy” weaid €pécopal voice A
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in the middle of the afternoon. Knives were whipped out, blows were dealt with
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bleeding on the pavement.
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Von Hindenburg and Von Papen (together)

AC2N) KSQa | 22ffé& 3I22R FStft262

C2NJ KSQa | 22ffé& J22R FTSfft2463>

C2NJ) KSQ& fekeHla®2 f | A 1933 cartoon from the British Political magazmenchit
6! aARSY &/ 2Y T 2| shows Hindenburg (on the left) and Von Papen (on the righ
'YR a2 al e 02Ul lifting Hitler to power.




