
2. Explain why Hitler was able to create a dictatorship in the period February 

1933 to August 1934 (12) 

 

When Hitler became Chancellor of Germany, in January 1933, the Nazi Party did not 

have the two third majority in the Reichstag necessary to enact their ideological aims 

and establish a dictatorship.  

 

February 1933 presented an opportunity for Hitler to strengthen his control over 

Germany. Elections to the Reichstag had been called for the 5th March 1933 and, 

through them, Hitler hoped that support for the KPD (Communist party) would fall. 

Events of the 27th February ensured that this happened. The Reichstag burned down 

and caught at the scene was Dutch communist Marinus Van der Lubbe. He was 

immediately charged with treason and a campaign against the German Communist 

Party was started. Civil liberties were suspended, leading communists were arrested 

and communist meetings were banned. These actions severely limited the campaign 

of the KPD and this was shown in the election results which saw the communist 

share of the vote fall from 16.9% in November 1932, to 12.5% in March 1933 - a loss 

of 19 seats. 

 

Although declining support for the communists was important in helping Hitler to 

establish a dictatorship, he needed to have the legal premise to do so. This premise 

was to take the form of the Enabling Act, which was passed through the Reichstag 

on the 23rd March 1933. The Enabling Act effectively ended democracy in Germany, 

by eliminating all political opposition. Hitler was now the law. In order to pass the 

Enabling Act, Hitler needed two thirds of the Reichstag to vote for it. To ensure 

sufficient support, Hitler had the KPD banned (using the Reichstag Fire as the 

reason for doing so), he made a deal with the Catholic Centre Party and his ideas 

naturally appealed to the right wing nationalists in the Reichstag. Once it was 

passed, the Nazis could bypass the Reichstag and pass whatever laws and 

measures necessary to achieve their fascist aims.  

 

With political opposition gone, Hitler was well on his way to establishing a 

dictatorship. There was, however, an obstacle from within the Nazi Party standing in 

his way. This was the SA, led by Hitler’s old friend, Ernst Rohm. The SA, with over 2 

million soldiers, was a powerful force and Rohm was hungry for power. He was not 

satisfied with what the Nazis had achieved and wanted further action taken to reduce 

the power of both the big industrialists and the official German Army – the 

Reichswehr. Hitler didn’t approve of Rohm’s ideas and, encouraged by Himmler and 

Goebbels, he became convinced that Rohm was a direct threat to his leadership of 

the Nazi Party. So, on the night of the 28th June 1934, a purge of the SA began 

which led to 200 executions in the top ranks of the SA, including Rohm himself. The 

Reichswehr approved and following Hindenburg’s death on the 2nd August, they 

swore an oath of allegiance to Hitler, securing his total control of Germany.  

 

 


