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HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN FLASH CARDS 
Step one: Take a piece of coloured card and fold it in 

half twice. 

Step two: Cut along the folded lines so that you have 

4 smaller pieces of card. 

Step three: On one side of the card, write one of the 

questions below.  

Step four: Find the answer to the question, then write 

it in detail on the back of the card. Alternatively, you 

could write key words/dates on one side and the 

definitions/events on the other. 

Step five: Test yourself or get a friend or family 

member to test you! 

 

ALTERNATIVELY… 
Instead of making flashcards, try… 

 Recording yourself reading the question + 

answer on your phone, save the recording and 

play it on the bus on the way to school. 

 Write out the questions and answers in your 

books. 

 Make a blog or website with the questions 

and answers on. 

 Create a timeline of events using the 

questions as prompts. 

 Create storyboards of events for each topic. 

 Make a ‘GCSE History’ dictionary of key 

words. 

 Try writing your answers to these questions as 

a rap, poem or song. 

 

QUESTIONS: TOPIC 1 
 What were basic Catholic beliefs in 1558? 

 What were basic Protestant beliefs in 1558? 

 Why was there religious turmoil in 1558? 

 What did the Act of Supremacy do? 

 What did the Act of Uniformity do? 

 How did Puritans challenge Elizabeth’s 

religious settlement? 

 How did Elizabeth respond to the Puritan 

challenge to her religious settlement? 

 How did Catholics challenge Elizabeth’s 

religious settlement? 

 How did Elizabeth respond to the Catholic 

challenge to her religious settlement?  

 Why was France a threat to Elizabeth’s 

religious settlement? 

 Why was Spain a threat to Elizabeth’s 

religious settlement? 

 Why were the Papal states a threat to 

Elizabeth’s religious settlement? 

 What happened in the Dutch Revolt 1566-

1568? 

 

QUESTIONS: TOPIC 2 
 Why did Mary, Queen of Scots pose a threat 

to Elizabeth before 1568? 

 What did the Papal Bull of 1570 do? 

 What happened in the Ridolfi plot? 

 What happened in the Throckmorton plot? 

 What happened in the Babington plot? 

 What two laws were passed against Catholics 

in 1581? 

 Why were Francis Walsingham’s methods 

effective? 

 Why did Elizabeth hesitate about having 

Mary, Queen of Scots executed? 

 Why was Mary, Queen of Scots executed in 

1587? 

 What were Elizabeth’s foreign policy aims? 

 Why were England and Spain rivals? 

 Why did Elizabeth intervene in the 

Netherlands in the 1570s and 1580s? 

 How did Elizabeth intervene in the 

Netherlands in the 1570s? 

 How did Elizabeth intervene in the 

Netherlands in the 1580s? 

 Why did Philip II launch the Armada in 1588? 

 What was the Spanish Armada’s plan of 

attack? 

 What problems did the Spanish Armada face 

before it even set sail? 

 What’s the story of the Spanish Armada? 
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 Why did the English win the battle against the 

Spanish Armada? 

 

QUESTIONS: TOPIC 3 
 What 4 classes of people did William Harrison 

describe in his book The Description of 

England? 

 What was the purpose of education in 

Elizabethan England? 

 What different types of school were there in 

Elizabethan England? 

 What educational opportunities were there 

for boys in Elizabethan England? 

 What educational opportunities were there 

for girls in Elizabethan England? 

 What did people of different classes learn in 

Elizabethan England? 

 What sort of leisure activities did lords and 

gentry participate in? 

 What sort of leisure activities did working 

people participate in? 

 Why did Elizabeth put a stop to old travelling 

plays? 

 Why was the theatre popular in Elizabethan 

times? 

 Why did local authorities not like Elizabethan 

theatres? 

 Why did poverty increase in Elizabethan 

times? 

 Why were Elizabethans worried about 

poverty? 

 How did Elizabeth deal with the problem of 

poverty up to 1588? 

 Why were there more overseas explorations 

in Elizabethan times? 

 Why was exploration dangerous in 

Elizabethan times? 

 What happened on Drake’s circumnavigation 

of the globe? 

 Why did Raleigh’s settlements in Virginia fail? 

 Why were the explorations of Drake and 

Raleigh significant? 

 

DEFINE: KEY WORDS/PEOPLE 
 Privy Council 

 William Cecil 

 Divine Right of Kings 

 Justice of the Peace 

 Recusant 

 Heretic 

 Papacy 

 Illegitimate 

 Martyr 

 Excommunicate 

 Mary, Queen of Scots 

 Great Reformation 

 Counter-Reformation  

 Papal Bull 

 Francis Walsingham 

 John Hawkins 

 Francis Drake 

 Trade embargo 

 Philip II 

 Renaissance 

 Christopher Marlowe 

 Robert Dudley 

 Walter Raleigh 

 Vagabond  

 

WHAT HAPPENED ON: KEY DATES 
 1558 

 1563 

 1566 

 1568 

 1569 

 1576 

 1577 

 1585 

 1587 

 1588 

 


